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ENGLISH REVIEW 


APRIL 1945 


The Reading Road 


Punctuation Skill 


Long before educational science began its 
systematic pursuit objectivity, observing 
teachers knew that the good writer among 
their students was usually the good reader, and 
that the facile reader had appreciable mar- 
gin over the non-reader expressing himself, 
particularly writing. These teachers, im- 
mersed the daily wonder growth and 
change the classroom, had not yet been 
taught say, “The correlation between skill 
writing and reading high,” but they 
knew that there was some happy connection 
between the two. 


What the nature that relation are 
just beginning explore carefully. The 
significance experience backgound for 
understanding words symbols meaning, 
the transfer thought has been discussed 
increasing number students inter- 
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ested the general relation between receptive 
communication and expressive communica- 
tion.” 

One aspect communication that com- 
mon both reading and writing but less 
frequently emphasized punctuation. 
important first identify punctuation 
reading skill well writing skill, and 
second show how may taught and 
learned natural method that once 
time-saving and habit forming. 


1Professor English Education, Milton College, Mil- 
ton, Wis. Author “The Psychology Punctuation,” 
English Journal, 28:794-806, December, 1939. 

“Recent publications have been: 

Lamoreaux, and Lee, Doris May, Learning Read 
through Experience, Appleton Century Co., 1943. 

McCullough, Constance. “Learning Use Context Clues.” 
Elementary English Review, 20:140-143, April, 1943. 

Salisbury, Rachel, “Structural Aids Good Reading.” 
Reading Relation Experience and Language, 
Supplementary Education Monographs, No. 58, 
pages 90-94, December, 1944. University Chicago. 

Jenkins, M., Development: Reading Ex- 
periment Seventh Grade English.” Jour- 
nal Education, 19:347-351, May, 1942. 


No. 


First, must noted that builders 
English curriculums years past have regular- 
associated grammar and punctuation 
things taught together. Our punctua- 
tion rules have been uniformly expressed 
terms grammar. has been assumed even 
for children the elementary school that 
knowledge grammar preceded ability 
punctuate correctly. This reasoning clearly 
implied the commonest punctuation rules 
our language arts programs, such as: 


(verbs, abjectives, adverbs) 
series must separated from each other 
commas.” 


expressions are set off 
commas written sentences because they are 
without grammatical relation.” 


“Do not place comma between subject 
and its predicate verb.” 


“Do not place comma between prepo- 
sition and its object.” 


“Use commas set off non-restrictive 
adjective clauses.” 


“Use commas set off non-restrictive 
participial phrases.” 


(These rules are quoted from popular 
junior high school text book.) you can 
see, order use the rule, necessary 
first for the student understand formal 
grammar, some its more profound and 
subtle aspects. 


there more natural method develop- 
ing good habits punctuation? moment’s 
thought demonstrates that punctuation 
writing and reading skill only. The speaker 
has concern with colons, commas, and 
dashes. “punctuates” (and even shades 
word meanings) through the use voice and 
tone; through variations pitch, rhythm, 
speed, and force; through use 
pause. The writer, the other hand, must 
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lean heavily upon code punctuation marks 
all this for his meaning; and the reader 
must depend upon his interpretation these 
marks for meaning. Marks are special 
form communication between reader and 
writer. 


Reading the Marks 
experience with reading 
antedates experience with formal grammar. 
Children use punctuation marks long before 
they know anything about verbals. Just 
familiarity with one’s native language comes 
first through aural experience, familiarity 
with punctuation comes early through obser- 
vational experience with the pages books 
printed that same native tongue. 


The child’s first contact with punctuation 
comes his first reading lessons. 
learns promptly that periods stop sentences. 
Sooner later reads question marks and 
exclamation points. gets association 
“set” that sound basis for future writing 
habits. the same casual manner, through 
reading, notices periods with tails them, 
little marks within the sentence that slow him 
down. the most natural thing the 
world for him pause when sees comma. 
The pause brief the cohesion ideas 


Take example typical sentence 
from basic primer. may very well 
something like this: 


“Oh, Father,” said Bill. want boat.” 


Here find the independent expression 
variously described the grammarians 
parenthetical, independent, exclamatory. 
The young reader, innocent the clouded 


that reader may pause points where there 
are commas. The nature the ideas being expressed 
influences the rhythm and tempo reading, does the 
length particular constructions. This not argu- 
ment that comma should appear wherever pause 
needed—only that wherever comma appears, 
natural pause. 


7 
7 
7 
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paternity this grammatical item, sees only 
its meaning word expressing urgency, and 
notes its assisting signal, warning him pause 
for emphasis and clarity. 


find also the noun address—Father. 
Now the reader primers knows that Father 
the name important man; and says 
with either force reverence, depending 
not upon his knowledge grammar but upon 
his home training. The commas front 
and after seem altogether fitting; for the 
pauses they cause emphasize the word Father 
should emphasized. 


Finally, find this beginner working 
with quotation marks—that hardest all 
punctuation confine habit patterns 
rule, but one the easiest read (witness 
the avidity with which the semi-literates 
public libraries choose the novels with the 
most conversation them.) The quotation 
marks show that someone talking—a natural 
circumstance the life primary child. 
projects himself into this situation with 
difficulty all and reads right along with the 
aid the marks. 


Now grammatically this primer sentence 
difficult sentence. contains that bug- 
bear constructions, the noun clause; con- 
tains noun address, and ejaculation. 
(After years reading such sentences, 
high school senior would have trouble dia- 
graming this.) would, course, hopeless 
explain the grammar the reader 
basic primer. 


primer, the way, covers lot 
punctuation ground. one standard text the 
child will read his way right through apposi- 
tives, nouns address the beginning and 
end sentence, yes, no, please, parenthetical 
adverbial word modifiers, non-restrictive modi- 
fying phrases, adverbs and adjectives series, 
complex sentences, compound sentences, quo- 


tations three four patterns, exclamatory, 
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interrogative, imperative, declarative sentences, 
terminal appositives, trailing appositives with 
dashes, and appositives series. 


All these marks punctuation the child 
learns read without benefit grammar. 
acquires notion the significance the 
marks the natural way—while ac- 
quiring notion the meaning the sen- 
tence itself. The periods and commas are 
wholesomely tied with the total meaning 
pattern the sentence. 


Writing the Marks 

bright child usually makes the transfer 
from reading writing without much assist- 
ance. Average and slow pupils profit greatly 
teacher deliberately aids the transfer. 
marks are used the book for special pur- 
poses, the teacher can readily write dictate 
similar sentence constructions and ask the 
children insert the marks needed make 
the meaning clear, using the book-sentence 
model. This regular but incidental tying 
reading patterns with writing patterns 
builds the habits not upon abstract rules but 
upon specific examples, not analysis only 
but construction and creative practice. 


Grammar-phrased rules were descriptive 
how the marks and the grammar fitted to- 
gether.* got twice many rules there 


were grammatical items, for there was usually 
Don’t for every Do. 


read for sense, can expect 
many rules there are arrangements ideas. 
Here are struck once with the 
cation that appears the way ideas combine. 


Three Rules Thirty? 
When study the meaning sentence, 
find that ideas are contiguous continu- 


4Grammatical constructions and punctuation marks 
often fall naturally and regularly together. This read- 
ing approach not denial that fact but chal- 
lenge the use grammatical terminology the best 
method teaching reliable habits punctuating. 


| 
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ous one three ways: they together 
equals, one following another some loose 
compact form; they together with 
one dominant and the other assisting help- 
ing; and they not together all, 
but are independent each other, either 
meaning structure both. Both the 
structure the language, and the marks that 
aid the reader, clear, take their cue from 
the three patterns combination among the 
ideas the language expresses. 


After all, structure itself hinges upon 
meaning. Consider the difference, for ex- 
ample, between these two sentences: 


“Sally married the man, and went 
Europe.” 


“Sally married the man after went 
Europe.” 


The difference meaning considerable, 
since one word changes the wedding date. 
course, the author the sentence knows that 
date. was before trip Europe, 
writes and, which makes compound sentence. 
was after went Europe, writes 
after, creating complex sentence. The gram- 
mar depends upon the thinking. (And 
the way, when one scrutinizes the thinking 
behind sentence, trying get straight 
possible, one finds that these little con- 
conjunctions, prepositions, 
conjunctive adverbs, etc.—become tremen- 
dously significant.) The expressing thought 
creates grammar. 


The Writer Decides 

The meaning always the writer, 
never the sentence analyst. Especially 
true that the young writer often exercises his 
vital control over the destiny sentence 
through his punctuation marks. Sometimes 
the mark the lack does not make much 
difference the meaning, the case the 
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comma after oh, with please; with short in- 
troductory adverbial elements, 
familiar appositives, like “Jack the Giant 
Killer,” and on. some cases, however, 
the use the comma highly critical the 
meaning; fact, sometimes wholly deter- 
(and si- 


sentence 


mines the meaning the sentence 
multaneously the grammar the 
also). Take these examples: 


Turn the hose on, Dad. 
Turn the hose Dad. 


Have some, honey. 
Have some honey. 


Hand the toy Janet, Paul. 
Hand the toy Janet Paul. 


There are six-century old farms Lima. 
There are six century-old farms Lima. 


Often the reader’s mark prevents serious 
collapse the statement showing clearly 
where joint junction the thought oc- 
curs, 


Underneath the airplane was painted like 
frog’s belly. 


third. 


When was time close the doors 


had barred and locked. 


walked school with Ruth and Inez and 
Frieda rode the truck with Dad. 


The children heard the bell ringing and 

calling each one name Santa Claus 

came tramping the walk. 
Presence absence the comma changes the 
meaning; also changes the grammar. Hence 
see clearly that the sense—the part that 
expresses the thinking the student—is the 
critical part and deserves the teacher’s and the 
writer’s first attention. 


transparently more direct work 
the natural method, asking ““What you 
mean say?” than the artificial method 
“What grammatical construction you 
have, and therefore what mark should you 
use?” Neither the mark nor the grammatical 


construction exists until the child has set 
meaning trail and has tentatively chosen the 
constructions and marks express it. 


Teaching for Transfer Writing 

can accept the simple trick using 
reading models, will not hard teach 
the child use punctuation marks success- 
fully the sentences writes. Let him 
construct similar sentences his own. No- 
tice that the word analyze. 
The putting together things creates writing 
habits; the analysis things creates only pas- 
sive concepts. not safe content 
with analysis; unless one goes beyond 
analysis constructing something out the 
parts identified analysis, habits are 
formed. Writing the process putting 
things together. 


The technique the same all grade 
levels. The thinking part, course, becomes 
progressively more elaborate and complicated 
the child matures. But first, last, and al- 
ways there are only three things do—three 
tricks involved getting the marks into the 
composition the points where they will give 
that transparent aid that makes the reader feel 
secure. 


Here Sally Peters the first grade, 
faced with exactly the same problem that 
faces Pearl Buck and Rachel Field when they 
sit down write. After making plan 
paper outline the mind, the writing 
begins. And what does the writer do? She ex- 
presses her ideas putting down one sen- 
tence after another. When she through with 
one sentence, she stops with period, and 
then she moves her hand along and starts an- 
other with capital just simple 
that. the early grades, effective 
this the blackboard and ask the child 
make the period extra large with colored 
chalk, emphasize stop signal. was 
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child who voiced the sound complaint against 
inadequately punctuated sentences the 
blackboard, when protested, can 
read it? starters—no stoppers!” 


good way handle run-togethers and 
sentence fragments (two major forms 
punctuation difficulty) prevent them be- 
fore they occur. Develop respect for sentence 
limits deliberate emphasis upon ends and 
beginnings. Ask Sally read aloud, and 
stop for full breath between sentences. (This 
drill, the way, good one for preventing 
that objectionable Induce the 
child, while she writing the board, 
include one question, that she will get the 
feeling the meaning pattern that calls for 
the question mark. 


Train Sally expect something complete 
between capital and period. not talk about 
subjects and verbs the primary child, 
even the upper grader; talk about the dog 
and his activity, the sentence about dog. 
Ask whether the statement about makes 
sense. This leads sometimes the acceptance 
non-sentences. Why not? Our conversa- 
tional pages are full non-sentences that 
everybody understands easily. Deliberate frag- 
ments are effective. 


Sally’s next problems are the marks inside 
her sentences. What parts need 
“hooked together”? What should “tacked 
on”? lame thinking that leads lame 
punctuation; weak punctuation exposes fuzzy 
thinking—which the reader cannot follow 
smoothly. When the sentence breaks down 
reading device, and only then, the corrective 
teaching situation appears. And note that 
that point the thinking, the punctuation, and 
the grammar break down together. Repair be- 
gins with the thinking. The opening question 
not, punctuation rule applies here?” 
but rather, did you intend say 
your reader this statement?” 


Why teachers try make punctuation 
difficult? Children read all these marks 
every day with perfect ease. Need 
hard transfer that sense comma- 
security from the sentences they read the 
sentences they write? Not one willing 
bypass the long-fortified stronghold 
grammatical terminology. all know that 
sometimes adverbial phrase needs commas 
and sometimes doesn’t. The need depends 
the meaning. the last analysis, even 
formal grammar teachers must fall back 
meaning! Why not teach that way the 
first place? Certainly all these parenthetical 
expressions are nouns address, appositives, 
relative clauses, participial phrases, etc. That 
interesting coincidence but not critical 
the child’s growth language power. 
need not exposed Sally Peters, who all 
wrapped the story how Rover saved 
the puppies from the wolf. She needs only 
few commas keep her reader closely 
the meaning trail. The boy the bus may 
have had glimpse truth when muttered 
his fellow student, ain’t much 
future adjectives and adverbs anyway.” 


Let Sally learn use marks her sen- 
tences the natural way. Advise her think 
the reader first, last, always. Where will 
the reader likely astray there not 
comma connecting parts, pair 
commas warning him some turn the 
thought? Readers old and young know that 
there comma, the reader reads right 
along. there comma, the reader hesitates 
and watches his step. Consequently, the writer 
puts the commas the danger spots, the 
places where the meaning might confused 
the commas were omitted. 


Changing Needs 
Obviously one the first the 
cows” the Age Grammatical Rules 
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the board with this “common sense” 
plan the comma front the final end 
the terms series. The reader does not 
need that comma once thousand times. 
The natural writer never puts in. far 
one can discover, few people do, except text- 
book writers and publishers textbooks. 
Many newspapers, pulps, slicks and first class 
literary magazines omit the comma there. 
seems survive only the slender flame 
medieval candle that burn before old 
tradition. 


But the very time that our confidence 
the comma before and the series fades, 
strengthens the case the comma before 
and that connects the parts compound 
sentence. And used often and urgent- 
between pairs and series that when the 
special case connecting two whole 
statements occurs, seems need strengthen- 
ing. needs that comma front the and 
that announces, comes another state- 
ment.” course when the statements are 
short and closely related thought, not 
necessary even then; but longer sentences, 
the comma-and combination gives the reader 
security. Release from the tyranny gram- 
matical rules tends unload the sentence 
unnecessary marks, the case and 
series. The writer puts them only when the 
need for meaning clear and pressing. 


takes long time teach children 
recognize appositives, nominative absolutes, 
parenthetical adverbs, adjectives, prepositional 
phrases, gerund phrases, participial phrases, in- 
finitive phrases, adverbial clauses, adjective 
clauses, relative clauses, compound verbs, ob- 
jective predicates, indirect objects, nouns 
address, exclamations, conjunctive adverbs, 
and on. The time might well used 
assisting him see two things clearly. Say 
him, “Do you want your reader pause 


7 
7 
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either end the expression, knitting 
the porch, you want him read right 
What you mean? this expres- 
sion absolutely necessary your thought 
just tacked on?” You get answer based 
what the child thinking about his story, 
something reader can understand. 


Building Sentences and Habits 
Simultaneous construction sentences 
and the formation good punctuation habits 


are easy achieve. 


With bare, experimental sentence the 
board, ask for suggestions for making more 
complete. Take general statements like, “We 
all went the party,” and make them con- 
crete with detail, “Sally, Jim, Rex and 
Doris went the high school mixer the night 
after the first football game.” You connect 
the four young people with commas and, 
(the last thing they want 
You let the reader move unaided (no delays) 
through the rest the sentence. Take 
vivid noun like monkey and let the children 
build longer sentence out it—using marks 
make the sense secure. 


The natural way learn try one 
combination and then another and see what 
happens. Much that the child must for 
himself, with the early stages lan- 
guage, well with everything else. The 
teacher can merely provide the optimum cir- 
cumstances under which can put expressions 
into sentences with repeated success, 
until the best methods become habitual. For 
this the natural, constructive way described 
above rapid and lasting. 


Modified Use Grammar 
Probably the best method teaching 
combination these two—an emphasis upon 
the natural method that grows out reading, 
and slowly increasing familiarity with half 
dozen basic constructions within the sentence 


(Continued page 138) 
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useful almost entirely for making easy 
talk together the classroom. One could get 
along from the 7th the 12th grades with 
sentence, subject, verb, phrase, clause, modi- 
fier, connective, noun, pronoun. The rest 
grammar could left the senior year for 
study languages. 


Let have grammar, but the right 
place (as functional aid for better 
the right quantity (much less than was 
formerly used), and -the right time 
(which much farther the educational 
ladder than was formerly 
the 12th grade). 


the elementary grades, let shift from 
the analytical approach made compulsory 
the grammatical method study and turn 
the synthetic constructive approach 
made possible the natural reading method 
—the point view that admits the child’s 
partial command language when comes 
school inevitable growth and mat- 
uration through reading during his school 
years—the point view that recognizes the 
teacher’s opportunity work upward and 
outward with the child, expanding his skills 
and guiding his habits, that year year 
reads and writes and speaks and listens 
more and more effectively. 


Summary 

Punctuation responds readily the nat- 
ural, developmental method which strikes its 
roots deep into the thinking the student 
both reads and writes. saves 
time and wasteful trial-and-error transfer- 
ring quickly developed reading skill into writ- 
ing skill with minimum explanation and 
maximum success. With the writer pitching 
and the reader catching, the writer need keep 
only three punctuation principles mind—the 


proper separation sentences, the necessary 


q 
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Teachers try put something your 
mind instead letting out. They let 
them boil just like teakettle and don’t 
take off the lid. You take the lid off your 
teakettle and let the steam come out. Then 
let the children have that same chance. 


Now will tell you where got idea. 
Well about two weeks ago our minister and 
some others went Old Folks Home 
and gave talk about when people 
crazy that they had one tell their 
troubles and some those insane people 
get all right when they get all that out 
their system—So that’s that. 
Lucille, age 
Every once while let the children 
take the lid off their kettle. write about 
things that have embarrassed have made 
feel that we’re not good other people. 
Then the children gather round while read 
their stories out loud the group. 
something they don’t want others hear they 
write for Mrs. Cole.” However, before 
the reading time over, there scarcely 
child that not eager have his read. 


The first day was kindergarten 

cried lot. guess was scared because 

thought never see mother and father 

again. 

“How little grown-ups understand how 
children feel!” say, how really brave 
little boy leave his house, and his 
mother and stay strange place among 
strange people all day.” 


When was little Miss Johnson put 
top chairs make sing high. She 
used tell me, “Sing and re.” could 
not sing high. She put little chair 
then she took off and put higher 
chair. She said touch the ceiling. tried 


reach the roof but still could not sing 
high. 
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“Poor little fellow,” say. 
wasn’t happy those chairs, it’s wonder 
can sing high now.” 


Once when was the first grade fed 
the fish too much food. teacher said, 
what happened the fish?” 
said, put the whole can fish food 
the fish bowl. felt like crying.” 

“How was little girl know that lot 
something good wouldn’t better than 
little?” 


Children need hear from the teacher 
that everyone the world has had just such 
embarrassments—that she had many, many 
when she was little girl. 


They need our more mature psychological 
interpretations. 
When was Miss Holloway’s room 


don’t remember was the one who bit 
her. 

big to-do about nothing,” say with 
spirit. little children bite, don’t they? 
They bite like little puppy dogs bite—some- 
times just show they love somebody.” And 
tell about friend’s small boy and his bit- 
ings. 

One day and some friends made 

cave the iron yard. The boys made 

fire and boy threw cat the fire. 

little girl told the principal that threw 

remember this was sticker. But began 
rather much follows: 


“At first feel very angry until stop 
realize that sometimes little children will 
things without meaning bad all. 
know little fellow who batted his baby 


1Los Angeles Public Schools. 


brother over the head with board. Every 
body paid attention the baby brother and 
never bothered about him. just got full 
hurt had come out somehow. 
don’t know who threw the cat but maybe Life 
had been pushing him around pretty much 
and the cat just happened handy. 
maybe he’d always seen the cat jump out 
everything unhurt before and thought he’d 
make this time. guess that, whoever 
was, wasn’t really bad and probably 
never did anything like that again.” 


One reminded that many the “bad” 
things boys come about through desire 
establish themselves with the group coupled 
with immature judgment how 
about it. 


Once lived New York and broke 
window with baseball and bat. All 
the boys thought wasn’t any good 
gave the ball WAM with the bat and 
hit the window. got good hot spanking 
too cracky. 


One senses the struggle establish their 
male ego. 


When was about three years old was 
afraid dogs, lizards, cats, mouses. After 
while begun like mouses, cats, dogs, 
lizards. But was still afraid snakes. 
Now pick raddlers, gophers, water- 
snakes. used afraid cars. But 
now walk the street AND make cars 
wait for me. Some cars skid, some cars 
dodge. But the police cops stop and tell 
get out the street. But tell him 
blow and get into lot trouble. 


wrote about “Things We’ve Forgotten 
Remember.” After several days had be- 
come “Things We’ve Remembered Forget.” 


One slow, poky boy writes: 


One time went lake and 
just got bee-bee gun. There were lot 
little chip-munks and just wanted 
scare and hit right the eye and 
had never 


killed it. cried and cried. 
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killed anything life. went and 

tried keep secret and did. Ever 
since for year always had dream about 
every night. And the morning 
low was wet from tears. 

Children need bring such material out 
into the open where will fester more. 
When they hear these feelings others they 
leave off feeling peculiar and alone. 


late another group has been writing 
about school. quiet little girl began long 
story: 


When was other school used 
just sit and think about the lucky High 
School Guys because they don’t have 


sit and look the same teacher’s puss all 


wrote about Home Life. 


Sometimes hate home and everybody 
it. Sometimes wouldn’t surprised 
they didn’t hate sometimes. 


“Aren’t there times when all feel that 
way?” say, “Good strong-minded people 
can’t expected behave like paper dolls. 
Mothers are worried and tense the big re- 
sponsibility they have bringing family 
right. Fathers carry troubles and resentments 
home from work. And who are the handiest 
ones take their feelings out on?” 


“Their kids!” the children shout. 


Yes, and maybe Joanne suggests, 


not easy get along with ourselves, 
sometimes. 


The following story, dear heart, 
helped all more sympathetic under- 
standing boy who was indeed 
wrong.” 


always 


and don’t know how it. just say 
don’t know how and she says, 
else.” And when get the morning 
haft make bed and set the table. 
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put the spread here and the pillow 
there. No! not there! That don’t look 
good. And when haft set the table 
set right the first time it’s miracle and 
ain’t kidden. And another thing when 
mom and aunt come home they see 
who sold the most and aunt says she 
sold five dozen and mom says she sold 
three dozen. Every night this happens and 
every night aunt wins. She sold the 
most. 


Well brother he’s bad case I’m 
really telling you. After make bed 
messes and then when aunt 
comes she blames for hitting 
brother because his leg. can’t fight back 
but can sock shoulder every 
day. 


Well everything everybody finds 
fault with. this it’s wrong, that 
it’s wrong. And think did right 
it’s wrong. But year year I’m getting 
used it. This morning when got 
aunt told that don’t put 
clothes neat nuft and had fix them. 
And aunt went out and mother 
came and said “Hurry and get 
dressed. And aunt came and said, 
“Hurry and fix your clothes.” And 
started say something and she aid, 
“Now don’t you answer back you 
will have make your bed over again. 
And didn’t know what started 
cry and brother came called 
cry baby. was mad and started get 
him. Then mother came again and 
said, this and that and that and this 
and you don’t you will get spanking. 
And said, “The way feel ahead.” 


aunt punishes the most not 
brother. no, she wouldn’t anything 
like that account his leg and always 
get the blame. mother—she nice 
mother but she treats and brother 
like babies. can’t have cowboy boots 
account our feet and can’t have 
cowboy hat because wouldn’t look 
nice and people would come and say, 
“Why Mrs. Jessup your sons were wearing 
cowboy hats.” And there our cowboy 
hats the 


(Continued page 138) 
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And Brother well he’s very bad 
case. They can’t hit him because his leg 
and get the blame for everything. Some- 
times wish could break leg. Last 
night mom said, “Are you going 
stop fooling around or. And tried but 
brother keeps making faces and 
couldn’t hold off any longer. went 
slug him and spilled the milk all over the 
table and floor and bed with- 
out any supper and before went bed 
had clean the mess and brother 
was laughing away. people were like 
pity them because I’m really case. 
mother always said she was going take 
and was scared scared can be. 

Well here goes the same thing over 
again but more dramatic and not thrilling 
for but maybe for you. Well brother 
was doing his jobs around the house and 
didn’t like what was doing and traded 
him. And now I’m sorry. both and 
harder. 


That’s what gets down home life. 

kidden! 

The child found relief acceptance 
and the acceptance the group. was- 
nothing ashamed of—to kept hidden 
longer. getting out paper could 
objectify and perhaps find Home Life more 
bearable. The children understood better his 
general confusion and stopped their nagging. 
our enthusiasm for his story felt recog- 
nition for something well done. 


Later the term, upon word two 
from me, children will writing their 
more individual hurts—a mother dead, father 
remarrying, parents divorced. 


“Old Man Trouble comes 
say. hasn’t come yet catch you 
later. Jimmy has stood under the biggest 
trouble any child can have—a mother dying. 
Yet goes about his business well 
better than others whose mothers have 
nurse all day long.” 


For several years the library the Jeffer- 
son City, Tennessee, Grammar School has been 
housed room with the school office and 
the extra paraphernalia that accompany 
combination office, first aid room, store room, 
and library semi-rural consolidated school. 
The room was inadequate size even for ex- 
clusive office use. However, the beginning 
the school year, 1943-44, because the 
erection annex the main building, 
former classroom adequate size was made 
available for use library. 


Even with room for the library, there 
were many problems solved before any- 
thing approaching library adequate for the 
school was possible. Only few books the 
proper interest and usable condition 
available. teachers were available for li- 
brarians part-time librarians—all the 
seventeen teachers had 
loads. The room had been used class 
room and was not physically equipped 
library. 


The principal, John Cates, 
corps teachers cooperation with the 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
brarians, Lucile Nix and Eleanor Wright, made 
plans for the building library. the 
work progressed, the city officials became inter- 
ested the project and helped buy part 
the physical equipment for the room. local 
merchant the town became interested and 
offered match each dollar contributed for 
the library. This campaign netted some 
$1,400.00 for the improvement the library. 


Preceding and during the library building 
program, interest the pupils, teachers, 


Library and Reading Study 


NATHAN 
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and community was engendered the whole 
problem and activity reading. Out this 
interest grew testing program, teaching 
program, library use program, and reading 
interest consciousness. Near the beginning 
the 1943-44 school year, the Stanford Achieve- 
ment Test, Advanced Reading Test, Form 
was given the members the eighth grade 
homeroom, numbering about fifty pupils. Near 
the end the school year, Form the 
same test was given. Likewise, September, 
reading questionnaire was given and the 
identical reading questionnaire was repeated 
next the last week the school year. From 
these procedures and others was hoped 
find out more about the needs the pupils 
and ways working with the boys and girls 
the basis those needs. 


the beginning the school year, there 
were about twelve hundred books all kinds, 
suitable and unsuitable ones, the library. 
Five hundred the twelve hundred books 
were discarded immediately the principal 
and the Tennessee Valley Authority Regional 
Librarians because the books were unsuita- 
ble for elementary school use. During the 
year eight hundred fifty books were added. 
These books were ordered with the cooperative 
help the principal, the school faculty, Miss 
Nix, Miss Wright, the pupils, and the citizens 
making-the order list. the end the 
year, three hundred books were discarded, 
leaving library twelve hundred fifty 
books well selected, readable, and vital 
material. 


The genesis the idea for the library pro- 


the faculty the O’Keefe Junior High 
School, Atlanta, Ga., and chairman the Council’s 
Audio-Visual Aids Committee. 
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gram was somewhat unpretentious the be- 
ginning, but the work progressed and 
the principal, teacher, pupils, and other com- 
munity leaders library” the idea and 
the vision grew until the entire community, 
including principal, teachers, pupils, and 
Regional Librarians were amazed the re- 
sults. About fourteen hundred dollars was 
contributed and spent books during the 
school year contrast with the expenditure 
only one hundred dollars previous years. 


One very strong reason for the success 
the program was and the part and responsi- 
bility that many people were given the 
program. Mention has already been made 
the publicity given the needs directly and in- 
directly the principal, teachers, pupils, and 
community leaders through casual everyday 
conversation, through the local weekly news- 
paper publicity, and through civic and club 
meetings they occurred. The mayor the 
city, the city council, and the school personnel 
were drawn into the program early and served 


stimulate the community its activity. 


Each donor was honored having his 
name inscribed book his choice showing 
that the book had been purchased through his 
gift. The matching each gift, dollar for 
dollar, the local merchant further stimu- 
lated the gifts because each donor when 
gave, effect, contributed his donation twice. 


the program gained recognition, the 
visits library people from outside the local 
area further enhanced the community and 
school interest the library and reading. 
These visited the library for the purpose 
observing school-community library realis- 


tically functioning: Butler, Rosary 


College; Wight, Library School, Peabody 
College; Helen Harris, Librarian, Lawson- 
McGhee Library, Knoxville; Martha Parks, 
Director, Division Libraries, Tennessee De- 
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partment Education; Lucile Nix and 
Eleanor Wright, Tennessee Valley Authority 
Regional Librarians. 


Since librarian teacher for part-time 
librarian was available, was felt necessary 
use pupil help staff the library. This was 
done hesitantly, but the end the school 
year, the Regional Librarians, the principal, 
teachers, and pupils agreed that there had been 
certain very definite advantages student 
operation the library. Six girls and two 
boys from the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades 
were trained cataloguing, caring for books, 
shelving, preparation books for shelving, 
and charging books. The students were re- 
sponsible even for the physical care the 
room and for keeping the bulletin and display 
boards attractively arranged. Before each order 
was made, appeal was made for suggestionr 
favorite books wanted. These sugges- 
tions came from pupils, teachers, and citizens. 


the middle the year, sixty books 
were unaccounted for, but the end the 
year only three books were missing—this 
spite the fact that the pupils had practical- 
unrestricted access the library and there 
was usually the sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades, teacher duty. 


The use the library the first and 
second grades was rather meager the begin- 
ning, but books suitable attractiveness 
and with interest appeal were added during 
the year, the teachers began bringing the first 
and second grades least once week, 
because the pupils wanted come, were 
checking out books, and, most important, 
were reading books. the use the library 
spread, developed that the first through the 
fifth grades were brought the library 
their teachers scheduled library periods for 
browsing, for selecting books, for returning 
and checking out books, and for familiarizing 
lessons the use the library. 


LIBRARY AND READING STUDY 


sampling the library records for this 
year and for the year 1942-43 reveals in- 
crease the percentage the enrollment 
the school checking out books regularly from 
25% the student body 80%. Out 
approximately six hundred 
Jefferson City Grammar School, about 150 
students were using the library regularly 
1942-43, while 1943-44 about 480 pupils 
were using the library regularly. 


summary the means used stimu- 
late library interest and pupil-reading interest 
would include the following—even though 
many these were not used for the direct 
purpose, but were simply part and inci- 
dental the whole library situation: (1) in- 
terest the community and citizens because 
the felt need for adequate library 
the new building just completed and 
occupied; (2) interest generated in- 
vestment money the new library 
(3) about the 
library; (4) participation the program 
civic and social clubs, and the city council 
and board education; (5) 
and encouragement the Tennessee Valley 
Authority Regional Librarians; (6) 
newspaper and Tennessee School Library News 
Letter publicity; (7) visits 
library notables after the work had progressed 
appreciable stage; (8) unflagging inter- 
est, encouragement, work, and tireless zeal 
the principal the school; (9) cooperation 
and work the faculty; (10) actual 
bility given the pupils for the operation 
and the care the library; (11) freedom 
access the library for pupils and freedom 
from the usual hush-hush library restrictions; 
(12) programs relating the library given 
assemblies throughout the year visiting 
speakers and the pupils themselves; (13) 
bulletin board and display space initiated 
and cared for the pupils themselves; (14) 
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utilization the library actual class work 
and instruction library appreciation and use 
all teachers; (15) determined and con- 
scious attempt make the room physically 
inviting and engender wholesome attitude 
toward the library and its function the life 
the school; (16) the personal letters 
appreciation written each donor, matter 
how small, and each helper; (17) the standard- 
ized reading tests given, the reading question- 
naires, and the follow-up procedure both 
these diagnostic and motivating instru- 
ments all the subject teachers well 
the reading-literature teacher and home- 
room teacher; and finally, (18) the general 
democratic and work together this” 
tone the campaign for library funds, the 
use the funds, and the use the library. 


approximately six months’ time, the 
eighth grade boys’ average reading score in- 
creased from 69; their reading age from 
13.3 15.6, and increase 2.3 years; their 
grade equivalent from 7.9 9.3, increase 
1.4 grade equivalent. 


the same amount time, the eighth 
grade girls’ average reading score remained the 
same, 63; their reading age increased from 
13.7 13.9, increase years; their 
grade equivalent increased from 7.9 8.0, 
increase grade equivalent. However, 
should noted that the minute increase 
more than counterbalanced the six months 
lapse time between the tests. 


September, the boys reported aver- 
age books read during the previous year; 
the girls average 22.5 books for the 
previous year. Six months the boys re- 
ported average 35.2 books read during 
the six months’ period; the girls average 
31.8 books during the same period. 
six months’ time, the boys read 21.2 books 
more than they read for the preceding twelve 
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months. six months’ time, the girls read 
9.3 books more than for the preceding year. 


Last school year, 1942-43, average 
reading certificates were received the 
boys and girls combined. 1943-44 aver- 
age .93 school reading certificates were 
received the same group—almost twice 
many certificates for the period the library 
building program. 


Turning now reading interests and con- 
sidering the totals both boys and girls 
both the questionnaires, September and 
March, reported they read any all comic 
books; did not read any comic books; 
preferred Superman; preferred True Comics; 
preferred Donald Duck; each preferred 
Batman, Walt Disney, and Dick Tracy; each 
preferred Wonder Woman, Blondie, and Tip 
Top; and one each liked Phantom, Nancy, 
King Comics, Real Life, Captain Marvel, 
“funny ones,” and “very few.” 


Donald Duck was popular with the girls 
while True Comics was popular with the boys. 
Superman, however, was popular with both 
the boys and the girls. There was appreci- 
able decline comic book reading during the 


six months insofar the questionnaire showed. 


Considering the totals for the girls the 
two questionnaires, these books were listed 
“liked”: each Doone (simplified 
version), Bobbsey Twins, Treasure Island, 
Little Women, and Elsie Dinsmore; each 
Sue Barton-Nurse, Life Clara Barton, Jane 
Lantern Hill, Secret Garden, Wagon the 
Star, Celia’s House, and Little Shepherd 
Kingdom Come; and each for Little Lame 
Prince, The Heart the Hills, Uncle 
Cabin, Robinson Crusoe, Tom Sawyer, The 
Hidden Room, Lassie Come Home, Mountain 
Girl, Love Comes Last, Dixie Decides, Out 
the Storm, When the West Was Young, Nor- 
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Kent the Wacs, Janice Meredith, and 
They Loved Laugh. One did not give the 
name any book liked. 


Considering the totals for the boys the 
two questionnaires, these books were listed 
“liked”: for Tom Sawyer; each for 
Lassie Come Home, Aviation books, and 
Farmer Boys; for Rex, King the Deep; 
and each for Bedtime Stories the Bible, 
Border Watch, Tom Swift, The Lone 
True Romance, Little Shepherd Kingdom 
Come, Black Beauty, Trail the Lonesome 
Pine, The Matchlock Gun, Smoky, Daniel 
Boone, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Saturday Evening 
Post, Those Who Dare, Tim Secret Pas- 
sage, Ace the Airways, The Robe, Swing 
Shift, Wind the Rigging, Flying Victory, 
Oath, and Gone With the Wind. indi- 
cated books “liked.” 


Based the totals for both questionnaires, 
these movies were listed likec the girls: 
for Gone With the Wind; for Random 
Harvest; for Sergeant York; each for 
Yankee Doodle Dandy, Holiday Inn, Cabin 
the Sky, Betty Grable; and Springtime the 
Rockies; and one each for Keeper the Flame, 
Lady the Dark, The Hard Way, Roy Rogers, 
You Were Never Lovelier, Lum and Abner, 
Hold That Ghost, Wake Island, Baby Snooks, 
Three Musketeers, Air Corps, Barry Was 
Lady, King Rex, Strike the Band, One 
Step Heaven, Gene Autry, Week End 
Babes Broadway, and Little Annie 
Rooney. 


Based upon the totals for both question- 
naires, these movies were listed liked the 
boys: for Sergeant York; for Gone With 
the Wind; for Air Force; each for Wake 
Island, and Reap the Wild Wind; and each 
for Biscuit Eater, They Died With Their 
Boots On, Coney Island, King Kong, Immortal 
Sergeant, Wine-Women-Song, Captain the 
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Clouds, The Mummy’s Tomb, Revelry With 
Beverly, Springtime the Rockies, Roy Rogers, 
Daniel Boone, Dixie, Frankenstein, Hit the Ice, 
Old Chicago, The Mysteriows Doctor, and 
Henry indicated movies liked. 


the first questionnaire, the girls indi- 
cated that the average they spent per week 
4.4 hours listening the radio, hours the 
movies, and hours reading. the second 
questionnaire they reported spending per week 
7.9 hours listening the radio, 3.3 hours 
the movies, and hours reading. 


for the boys, they reported the first 
questionnaire spending per week the aver- 
age 5.5 hours listening the radio, 5.1 hours 
the movies, and 2.9 hours reading. the 
second questionnaire, the boys reported spend- 
ing per week 5.9 hours listening the radio, 
4.2 hours the movies, and 6.7 hours reading. 


evident from these figures that more 
hours were spent reading during the course 
the library program—the girls increased 
4.1 hours per week the boys increased 3.8 
hours per week. 


the first questionnaire, reported 
Life magazine their homes; reported 
Saturday Evening Post; reported Progressive 
Farmer; reported Southern Agriculturist; 
reported Good Housekeeping; reported 
Woman’s Home Companion; reported Boy’s 
Life; reported Look; reported Ladies’ Home 
Journal; reported Country Gentleman; 
reported Colliers, Red Book, True Story, and 
and Reader’s Digest; each reported the Chris- 
tian Herald, Farm Journal, American Maga- 
zine, Household Magazine, American Girl, and 
Parent’s Magazine. Two reported maga- 
zines the home. The total magazines re- 
ported all the homes was 77, average 
1.7 magazines per home without regard 
the quality the magazine. 


LIBRARY AND READING STUDY 
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The lack reading materials the home 
made less understandable when con- 
sidered that the school located college 
town and county containing high per- 
centage college graduates. 


These were the noticeable results the 
library and reading campaign: 


$1,400 worth new books were added 
the library. 


Community and pupil interest increased 
participation the project became 
actuality. 


The number books read increased 
greatly and the use the library was 
multiplied. 


The entire physical equipment the 
library was made adequate and the class 
room was redecorated and made emi- 
nently attractive library. 


The pupils the school, the teachers, 
and the community began library 
conscious. 


All grades the school began use the 
library. 

The teachers did more teaching library 
and reading skills and more motivating 
reading all subjects and classes. 


Certain conclusions seem valid from the 
data developed the study— 


Citizens and pupils are interested 
library building and will help given 
the chance the right way. 


Pupils can motivated increased 
reading both quantitatively and qualita- 
tively. 


Pupil participation the responsibility 
for the maintenance and the care the 
library desirable because its moti- 
vating influence. 
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Pupils will read increasingly good books 
they are made available. 


The home background for promoting 
interest good books and reading was 
lacking most cases. 


Comic book reading seemed present 
great extent but apparently was 
incidental and had little effect upon the 
whole reading interest program the 
group. 


The new books added the library were 
read and liked the group indicated 
their responses “Book liked?” 
the questionnaire. 


The boys made appreciable increase 
reading ability. However, not possi- 


ble attribute this increase entirely 
the reading-library program. 


The pupils’ home environment were de- 
ficient suitable magazines and books 
for both parents and pupils. 


From these conclusions and 
original data, these recommendations would 
appear follow: 

Reading ability and reading interest 

should tested standardized tests 

when possible and more frequently 
tests stimulate reading and 
aid the teacher. 


part the uniform.” 
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The singular form according 
Merriam Company, publishers Webster’s 
New International Dictionary, insigne. Ac- 
cording the War Department, the word 
insigne properly used “when referring 
any one the various insignia which are 


Each elementary school should pay par- 


ticular attention building adequate 
library, preferably through the school 
tax money, this not possible, 


through community cooperation some 
fashion. 


adequate library should considered 


sine qua non real school that meets 
the needs its pupils and the com- 


munity, and prepares the pupils for and 
living. 


More guidance should given students 


developing their reading interests 
away from the trashy tarnishables the 
books more enduring worth. 


More guidance should given pupils 
enable them overcome some 
fashion the disadvantages meager 
and unstimulating reading environment. 


More responsibility should placed up- 


pupils for the maintenance and care 
the school library. (Bear mind that 
all these conclusions are based upon 
the experiences one definite school— 
Jefferson City, Tennessee, Grammar 
School—with situation elements already 


described. 


The library should made place 


student activity and enjoyment and less 
tip-toe, repressed, hush-hush place. 


Social Values Children’s 


Poetry 


SISTER Mary 


many parents, educators and librarians, 
the problem orientating children proper 
appreciation their responsibilities mem- 
bers society complex almost defy 
solution. There are many points from which 
seems advisable attack the problem. 
Many proposals have been offered, each claim- 
ing the best method accomplishing 
the desired results. Yet our laudable deter- 
mination “practical” quite possible 


that may overlook the social value 


intangible medium poetry. 


Will reading poetry help child adjust 
himself his family group? Will interpret 
his neighborhood him, make him better 
citizen his school, his country, his world? 
Will broaden his horizon, raze national and 
racial barriers, make all men his brothers? 
Will poetry foster our children faith, un- 
derstanding, mercy, justice, all the qualities 
necessary bring peace the world and 
happiness the individual? will. 


Poetry, course, not panacea for all 
the ills which disturb mankind. Yet love 
poetry will far towards developing 
wholesome personalities, capable attacking 
the problems adjustment which confront 
every child every age, problems which will 
particularly vexing for this growing gener- 
ation. 

The objection will probably raised that 
adjusting small children poetry, instead 
solving problem, presents additional one. 
Experience, however, does not bear out this 
contention. Poetry natural medium 
expression ‘for the human race. The earliest 
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literature every nation poetic; the ap- 
pearance prose always marks advanced 
stage literary development. For the in- 
dividual, too, the earliest literature poetic. 
Mother Goose rhymes are means the 
only inalienable heritage childhood; nearly 
all our early were written verse. 
Too, rhyme and rhythm are often utilized 
mnemonic devices even for teen-agers. This 
natural attraction which children feel for 
poetry can traced largely its rhythm and 
other sense appeal, but partly its content, its 
glowing picture childhood activities, and 
imaginative experience. 


Home and Family 
How can poetry help child adjust 
himself home and family life? some 
extent, accomplishes this presenting 
him true perspective everyday objects and 
events which might otherwise obscured 
the daily living. Several the 
poems Milne’s Now Are Six, for 
example “Swing Song” and the Dark,” are 
this type. Again, emphasizing single 
aspect home everyday life, some poems 
train the child’s power observation and ap- 
preciation. this category are Kitten,” 
Coming Down,” “In Goes Robin,” 
and Comes from the Fair,” all Eleanor 

Farjeon’s Over the Garden Wall. 


Even more important, however, the 
development such traits consideration for 
the feelings others, which gradually be- 
comes active after reading poems like “Primer 
Lesson” Carl Sandburg’s Early Moon. This 


Cathedral High School Library, New 
York City. 
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consideration, which naturally very slow 
growth, may appear first pity for toys 
other inanimate objects, but later becomes 
real concern for members the family group. 


Poetry has its value also developing 
children kindness for animals. There are many 
animal poems available, not only separate 
books like Dorothy Baruch’s Like Animals, 
but also standard anthologies children’s 
poetry. Outstanding examples individual 
animal poems include Laura Richards’ 
Mouse” Tirra Lirra; Milne’s “At the 
Zoo,” When Were Very Young; Eleanor 
Farjeon’s Kitten,” Over the Garden 
Wall; and Robert Stevenson’s Cow,” 
Child’s Garden Verse. While children 
who fear animals will probably not cured 
reading poetry, such delightful bits 
Robert Frost’s Runaway,” which 
the animal’s turn afraid, will far 
developing attitude. 
“Shucks, it’s only snow!” Can’t you detect 
the note confidence child’s voice 
repeats that line? 


more sympathetic 


notafraid 
snow—he brave! 


adjustment which children often fail 
make satisfactorily that accepting the 
society other children, particularly play 
situations. there are brothers and sisters, 
the problem may present itself very early; 
any case, can scarcely avoided when the 
child goes school. Fortunately, children’s 
verse abounds examples good fellowship. 
Even early Mother Goose, Jill faithful 
after.” The misfortunes attending lack 
this consciousness” are humorously 
portrayed “Mrs. Snipkin and Mrs. Wobble- 
chin,” Pot and the and 
Since egocentrism general, and this mani- 
festation particular, may have far- 
reaching undesirable effects child’s char- 
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acter, the power poetry combatting 
cannot over-estimated. 


final contribution poetry the ad- 
justment children their home environ- 
ment lies growing appreciation the 
home itself. Warren’s assertion, 
Frost’s the Hired Man,” that “home 
place, where, when you have there, 
they have take you in” fortunately be- 
yond the child’s comprehension. him, home 
place, where, when grows too dark 
play outdoors, love and comfort await him. 
What still has learn, and what poetry 
will help teach him, that must con- 
tribute his share, small share but his alone, 
the love and comfort which make his home. 
Poems home are numerous that will 
suffice mention typical the series Anna 
Hempstead Branch, especially “Song for 
Mother: Her Hands” and “My Mother’s 
Words,” Sara Teasdale’s Rainbow Gold. 


Environment 

Closely linked his appreciation his 
home the child’s growing interest his 
neighborhood. Here again, poetry performs 
valuable function. Emily Dickinson’s Like 
See It_Lap the Miles,” her Poems for 
Youth, and Laura Richards’ New 
York Boston,” present from different angles 
that center perennial interest, the train, 
while Robert Stevenson’s “The Swing,” 
“Wind,” “Bed Summer,” the Seaside,” 
and Moon,” express the child’s own re- 
action the wonders about him. 


the selection poems environment, 
differentiation desirable for country and 
city children, since each must begin with the 
familiar. The city child will enjoy “Again?,” 
poem about Woolworth’s, “Potomac Town 
February,” and “The Fog,” all from Carl 
Sandburg’s Early Moon, and “Lines and 
Squares,” Milne’s When Were 
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Very Young, while his little country friend 
will prefer Robert Frost’s “Stopping Woods 
Snowy Evening,” 
“The Year’s the Spring,” and John Bannis- 
ter Tabb’s Tax Gatherer,” Kate 
Douglas Wiggin’s Golden Numbers. Both will 
find pleasure such nature poems “Dear 
March, Come In,” Emily Dickinson’s Poems 
for Youth, and Christina Rossetti’s “Who Has 
Seen the Wind” and Sail the Rivers” 


Samuel Untermeyer’s This Singing World. 


Racial Problems 

Racial and national prejudices, springing 
they from emotional attitudes rather 
than from intellectual bases, can perhaps 
approached more successfully through poetry 
than through any other medium. Thomas 
Daly’s dialect verse, particularly 
“Da Leetla Boy,” and “Da Greata Base- 
ball,” are representative the type which will 
dispose children greater understanding 
people with European background. Anna 
Bontemps’ Slippers” but one 
many delightful poetic interpretations the 
Negro. 

Fantasy and Humor 

great extent, the fairies have vanished 
from the modern scene; few people nowadays 
Yet need the wee 
folk; they perform the same function that 


have time for fairies. 


the lilacs Amy Lowell’s poem—they 
the housewife that her dishpan 
silver, and her husband image pure gold.” 


Children’s poets have done better job 
than others keeping the fairies, and mak- 
ing them feel home this workaday world. 
The two mingle delightfully Walter 
Mare’s Rainbow Gold, and 
Fairy Went a-Marketing,” “The Hayfield,” 
and and Chimneys,” all Rose Fyle- 
man’s Fairy Book. Visit,” the same book, 
and William Allingham’s Rain- 


bow Gold, are pure “fairy.” 


Robert Browning’s 
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Psychologists tell that the kind 
thing one laughs dependable indication 
one’s mental and emotional balance. 
child’s laughter hearty and gay, and the 
wholesome fun children’s nonsense poetry 
calculated keep so. this category, 
Lewis Carroll’s famous Walrus and the Car- 
penter seems hold its place favorite. 
Twins,” Henry Leigh, Untermeyer’s 
Stars Steer By, and “Shoes,” parody 
Joyce Kilmer’s “Trees” the editor the 
same anthology, bring many chuckle. 
Two,” Milne’s Now Are Six, and 
Duel,” Eugene Field, are other favorites, 
the entire Edward Lear’s Complete Non- 
sense Book. 


The Serious Side 

While fairies and fun play important 
part developing sane, balanced personalities, 
thus preparing children for their places 
the complex society which awaits them, 
the children themselves are often quite grave 
little such, they are receptive 
poems dealing with serious subjects. 
sure, they often demand some glamor the 
form patriotism adventure. Favorites 
the former type include Joaquin Miller’s 
“Columbus,” Burton Stevenson’s Coun- 
try; “Buffalo Dusk,” appreciation our 
American heritage Moon; Henry Ben- 
nett’s “The Flag Goes By,” Golden Num- 
bers; Whittier’s “Barbara Frietchie,” Unter- 
meyer’s Yesterday and Today, and Long- 
fellow’s Ride,” 
“Captain, Captain,” and Holmes’ 
mother’s Story Bunker Hill,” all from 
Brander Matthews’ Poems American Pa- 
Internal rhyme adds special appeal 


“Paul Revere’s 


the last named poem. 


All these promote the child’s social de- 
velopment strengthening his love for his 
native land. While poems romance and 
adventure lack this specific goal, they awaken 
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realization that obligations exist cause 
interest outside one’s immediate sphere. 


Walter Scott’s Song,” Alfred Noyes’ 


“Song Sherwood,” and Robert Browning’s 
“Pied Piper Hamelin” have value here. 
Helen Ferris’ Love’s Enchantment ex- 
cellent anthology children’s favorite adven- 
ture poems. 


That even small children can make the 
transition from the broad, glowing canvas 
adventure the recognition their own 
responsibility for personal improvement evi- 
dent from some the poems they read and 
like. Emily Dickinson’s Heart the 
Capital the Mind” and Never Saw 
Moor,” her Poems for Youth; Alice Mey- 
nell’s Shepherdess” Mary Davis’ 
Girls’ Book Verse; Francis Thompson’s 
Child’s Prayer” This Singing World; and 
Milne’s “Market Square” When Were 
Very Young, indicate this quite clearly, while 
Work Today,” Stars Steer By, Robert 
Stevenson’s Rise,” Child’s Gar- 
den Verse, and Milne’s reminds 
that the meaning Portia’s “If were 
mystery even the youngest among us. 


Why Poetry? 

Nearly everyone will agree that poetry has 
cultural value, but many will deny that 
contributes the social and civic competence 
the growing child. But what mean 
social and civic competence? not, 
basically, the ability the individual react 
favorably his surroundings, with benefit 
both himself and those with whom 
comes contact? And who can deny that 
the emotional and imaginative faculties de- 
veloped discriminating love poetry 
will strengthen and intensify that ability? 
quite true that all the content the poems 
mentioned this paper could secured just 
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readily through prose. But, someone has 
aptly remarked, what learned through prose 
learned with the mind; what learned 
through poetry learned with the heart 
well. Training children desirable emotional 
attitudes small factor the educative 
process, yet can begun with very young 
children through careful presentation chil- 
dren’s poems. There nothing child can 
love fear that has not been simply yet 
beautifully expressed poem. 


prime reason for training the emotions 
the widely recognized need for leaders. 
Leaders all fields and all ages have always 
been men strong emotions. Without deep 
feelings, one would ever have the courage 
stand apart from the crowd. 


The quality most frequently associated 
with poetry, often derision, imagination. 
From time immemorial, the practical man has 
scorned the dreamer. Yet not, 
sense, live dream world? Every step 
progress man has made, every convenience 
modern civilization, the fruit someone’s 
imagination. Men and women dreamed homes 
spacious surroundings, and our frontiers 
were pushed steadily back towards the sunset. 
Men and -women dreamed rapid communica- 
tion from coast coast, and railroads and 
bridges spanned the continent. Men and women 
dreamed freedom opportunity for all, and 
schools sprang over the land. Now men 
and women dream peace with justice, but the 
permanent fulfillment that dream will de- 
pend largely the children whose imagina- 
tions are now plastic our hands. 


Tastes Poetry 
Children’s poetry differs from adults’ 


degree, not kind, and poems written pri- 
marily for adults and appropriated the 
young people are often more satisfactory than 
those down” for the child. Where 
actual content concerned, most children 
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will read anything poetry that they would 
read prose. The appeal lies what said, 
and often happens that child will read 
“story” verse and scarcely notice the 
medium expression. This possible, 
course, only when the material free from 
technical 


these technical mechanical diffi- 
culties, children usually find the inverted sen- 
tence the most troublesome. While true 
that this “old-fashioned” device which 
has practically fallen into disuse, does appear 
many the older works which should 
part every child’s heritage. One method 
which has been used successfully facilitate 
the understanding inverted sentences 
playful use them informal conversation, 
taking care that the children understand that 
the procedure “just fun.” If, however, 
child cannot understand the inverted sentence 
without piecemeal dissection, better 
leave him ignorance the passage, even 
the entire poem, amy poem, than compel his 
attendance literary post-mortem. For 
whatever child may know not know about 
inverted sentence, will have doubt 
that poem which has been picked pieces 
dead. 

Long sentences and too fanciful language 
also present difficulties the child who would 
read poem. The subtle humor which pleases 
adults, and poems ending pessimism dis- 
illusionment, have appeal for children. 


Sara Teasdale, her introduction Rain- 
bow Gold, states that children dislike poetry 
which gloomy sentimental. this cate- 
gory come nostalgic childhood reminiscences 
written for adults. Poems like ““The Barefoot 
Boy” and “Birches” are not for children. 


Children enjoy poems based their 
own environment and their own experience. 
They also like those about other children, pet 
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animals and toys. the other they 
not want confined entirely the here 
and now. While both are enjoyable, trip 
the moon welcome change from trip 
the railroad station watch the trains come 
in. Nor does child find anything incongru- 
ous the owl and the pussycat’s going sea 
beautiful pea-green boat. fact, 
Andrew Lang declared the introduction 
his Blue Poetry Book, child does not want 
everything explained; the unexplained 
great pleasure.” 


type poetry which children always 
appreciate that which provides generously 
for castles Spain. Little people love play 
“grown-up” their reading well their 
actual games. Any poem which will provide 
building material for the wonderful “some 
day” will certainly favorite. child’s 


imaginative life spent the unknown 
future.” 


Whatever the subject matter, poetry for 
children should have real poetical qualities, 
conforming this respect the standards 
the best adult verse. poems this type 
seem hard find, well remember that 
little goes long way, for children rarely 
tire true poetry which they love. all 
things, simplicity must the keynote 
children’s poetry. 

Conclusion 

maintain that love poetry culti- 
vated childhood will itself produce de- 
sirable citizens would nonsense. deny 
that plays any part the development 
such citizens also nonsense. Poetry has its 
definite social values, inculcating does 
habits mind which promote social living. 
Imagination, properly directed, makes per- 
son tolerant, gives breadth vision, deepens 
sympathy and understanding. Emotional bal- 
ance strengthens sense justice. Order and 


restraint, fruits the necessary economy 
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words poetry, lend dignity human living. 
for love beauty, volumes could writ- 
ten, but one suggestion pertinent our 
times. Have you ever come suddenly upon 
scene beautiful almost breath- 
taking? Have you gazed awe, and 
the same time harbored bitterness your 
heart? can’t done. Think, then, the 
implications for peace generation trained 
early life upon peak Darien”! 


connections similar items within the sen- 
tence, and the necessary warning commas for 
interrupting expressions within the sentence. 
the teacher will file his enthusiasm for 
grammar, the reading pupil immediately finds 


himself with simplified program that can 


“Any father can hang his head when the 
mother his children dies. It’s the fine, 
strong father who picks the broken pieces, 
finds someone else and builds his children 
home again. That’s the hard, brave thing 
do.” 


“Sometimes it’s perfectly good mother 
and perfectly good father but each married 
the wrong person. happens our own 
family and the families our President’s 


children. happens thousands parents 
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Yet there are those who say that poetry has 
social values. 

Stars Steer the beautiful title 
Louis Untermeyer has given his latest col- 
lection children’s verse. Steering any 
kind requires skill, even under normal condi- 
tions. steer their individual lives, and 
their share steering humanity through 


the treacherous years ahead, our children will 
need the stars. 


undertake with great hope success, that will 
give him steadily increasing sense con- 
fidence his ability say what means 
say, and that insures experience that great- 
est all intoxications—the heady joy 
having achieved true communication with his 
fellows. 


all over the country,” say, giving Sally 
least the comfort and support numbers. 


Creative writing for therapy helps teach- 
ing become adult job—big enough for 
the best us. Most all, makes sense 
the children. Yesterday new 
aloud from the children’s stories: 


“It’s fun hear other people’s troubles!” 
And then excitedly, could write lot and 
you could the second Mrs. Anthony!” 


Speech and the Language 
Arts Program 


JANE 


recent years speech has come 
recognized not only integral part the 
language arts curriculum, but also cul- 
tural and practical art having its own unique 
status. Proficiency speech usually depends 
upon appreciation good speech, desire 
for full self-realization this area expres- 
sion, and opportunities for speech develop- 
ment. Every teacher directly indirectly 
teacher speech, and such responsible 
for constantly keeping before all pupils such 
standards pleasing voice, correct articula- 
tion, clear-cut enunciation, accepted pronun- 
ciation, and content which interesting 
possible both the speaker and the listener. 


the public schools Fort Wayne, In- 
diana, attempt made follow these 
principles. Individual attention given 
those children who have from nor- 
mal speech severe enough cause retardation 
academic achievement and personal em- 
barrasssment the classroom and other social 
situations. This individual instruction given 
teachers who are specially trained speech 
correction work. 


Closely allied this speech correction 
program the speech improvement program 
which functions the elementary schools for 
all children from the kindergarten through 
the sixth grade. This work done the 
classroom teacher part the language 
arts. Each teacher receives outline guide 
suggested activities from the speech cor- 
rection supervisor. One the purposes 
establishing such program prepare 
more children for participation in, and the 


enjoyment of, the more specialized speech 
activities offered the junior and senior high 
schools. But more important objective 
aid all children gain much possible 
the poise and the self-respect which comes 
with the ability express oneself adequately. 


outgrowth the enthusiasm and 
interest shown the children this speech 
improvement program, the fourth grade class 
the Miner School planned pseudo-radio 
project which speech activities became 


integral part practically all subjects the 
curriculum. 


Using their regular language text 
guide, the children discussed the essentials 
successful class activity and formulated 
standards for their own project. 


result this discussion, the class 
began sponsoring Good Speech Hour” 
twice month over station “M-I-N-E-R”, 
with the aim promoting better speech 
among its members and all the pupils 
Miner School. The general rules for attaining 
better speech formulated the class were 
these: when speaking any time place, 
keep good posture; look the audience; speak 
loudly enough heard, but not shout; 
and keep the hands away from face and 
mouth. Also, when the audience, good 
listener. teach the pupil these rules and 
provide practice the use better speech 
the more common speaking situations, the 
following program themes were chosen: Con- 
versation, Oral Reports, Story-Telling, Book 
Reports, Telling Jokes, Enjoying Poetry, and 
Dramatization. 
1Miner School, Fort Wayne, Ind. 


The class chose work committees. 
effort was made help each child under- 
stand that good sportsmanship was necessary 
since not all pupils could chosen for com- 
mittee work each time. 


for each 
broadcast script committee and the 
The 
script committee gathered and organized ma- 
terial the themes and topics selected 


There were two committees 


committee presenting the program. 


the attempt was made select 
timely topics—for example, Saint Patrick’s 
Day March, Easter and Safety Play 
April just before spring vacation. The pro- 
gram committee was divided into two sec- 
tions—those who sang and those who read. 


The gathering and organizing materials 
furnished good practice for the children 
written language work well excellent 


art class each child made booklet 
which keep copy each program’s stand- 
ards and any other work done connection 
with the project. The design the cover 
each booklet was patterned after early Roman 
designs about which the class had studied 
history. 

Since most radio programs have theme 
song, the children wanted one for their pro- 
gram. So, with the help their music teacher, 
they wrote the words and music The Good 
Speech Hour’s theme song. Also, when there 
were songs related the topics, small groups 
the children learned these songs and sang 
them the broadcasts. 


When each broadcast was presented, one 
other class and its teacher were invited 
guests. This audience situation was set 
bring before the pupils Miner School 
examples good speaking habits and 
the same time develop within the children 
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who were participating the project un- 
derstanding the necessity learning 
speak correctly, the way use this knowl- 


edge, and the responsibility for using all 
times. 


attempt was made have each broad- 
cast much-rehearsed and well-polished per- 
formance, but each one was the outcome 
two week period study one the 
selected themes. 


result the activities followed 
the project many the children are able 
express their thoughts sentences, 
give sentence answers questions, and speak 
with clearer and more pleasant voice, since 
they have lost much their fear speaking 
before group. Enunciation and articulation 
have been improved because the children are 
more conscious the medial and final con- 
sonant sounds given word drill. 


addition these achievements the 
field language arts some the boys and 
girls have learned secure books, pamphlets, 
and other materials from the public library. 
After obtaining the materials desired, they are 
able find the information they want, recog- 
nize the most important facts, and organize 
them for presentation interesting way. 


The enthusiasm the class for this proj- 
ect was evident the fact that they made 
requests for its continuation the beginning 
the next school year. 


THE GOOD SPEECH HOUR 


Announcer: 
This station M-I-N-E-R 
from the Miner School building located 
the corner West DeWald and Miner 
Streets Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


SPEECH AND THE 


THEME SONG 
My, what great big improvement 
see our speech ev’ry day. 
Each voice more pleasing. 
Pronunciation’s improving. 
Enunciation doing. 

My, what great big improvement 
see our speech ev’ry day. 


Announcer: 
Today marks the opening new radio 
series, The Good Speech Hour, sponsored 
the class Miner School. 


Our class sponsoring this program 
promote good speech among its members 
and all the pupils Miner School. 


The general rules for better speech are 
these: when speaking any time place 
keep good posture; look your audience; 
speak loudly enough heard, but 
not shout; and keep your hands away from 
your face and mouth. Also, when you are 
the audience, good listener. 


today’s program are showing the 
easiest way carry good conversation. 
This morning have some members 
the class who will show ways 
conversing correctly. 


the first portion the program find 
Coral, Freda, and Jimmy talking about the 
life work the great Irish Saint whose 
birthday are observing today—as 
each seventeenth day March— Saint 
Patrick. 


Jimmy: 
Say, Coral, was Saint Patrick really 
Irishman? 


Coral: 


Jimmy, heard the other day that Saint 
Patrick was born Kilpatrick, Scotland. 
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Freda: 
don’t agree with you, Coral. We’ve al- 
ways heard that they’re not really sure 
where Saint Patrick was born. Some peo- 
ple say was England, Scotland, France. 

Jimmy: 

That answers question anyway because 
neither you said that was born 
Ireland; he’s not really Irishman then, 
he? 

Coral: 

No, not truly Irishman, but spent 
much his life Ireland that suppose 
felt that Ireland was his home. 

Freda: 

was very religious man, wasn’t he? 

Jimmy: 

Freda, I’m not sure that know what you 
mean religious. Will you please explain 
that me? 

Freda: 

Certainly, Jimmy, glad try 
make more clear you. was Saint, 
you know. founded over three hundred 
churches Ireland. Saint Patrick was 
very kind man who always did much for 
others. So, say that was religious. 

Coral: 

Did you know that when Saint Patrick was 
only sixteen years old, was captured 
pirates from Ireland and sold there 
slave? was after had been slave tend- 
ing sheep for about six years escaped 
France. Then entered monastery 
and later was Sainted. 

Freda: 

That’s very interesting, Coral. like the 
story about Saint Patrick and the snakes. 

Coral: 

You mean the legend about Saint Patrick 

ridding Ireland the snakes that were 

destroying everything for the Irish, don’t 
you? 
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Jimmy: 
Yes, charmed the snakes with the help 
God and his music. The snakes followed 
him the seashore where they were driven 
into the water and drowned. 


Coral: 
Those are good reasons for people cele- 
brate the birth such great man. I’m 
glad many countries it. 


Announcer: 
That ends the first portion The Good 
Speech Hour. 
This station M-I-N-E-R. 
Have you given the 1944 Red Cross 
War Fund? 
Let’s listen the next conversation. 
may help you decide give more 
this wonderful organization. 


Here are Virginia, Rex, and Jimmy talk- 
ing about the Red Cross. 

Jimmy: 
have Junior Red Cross which meets 
each Tuesday after school. You should join, 
Rex. 

Rex: 


What you and the others Junior 
Red Cross? 


Jimmy: 
make scrapbooks puzzles and jokes 
for soldiers use. For some the holi- 
days make nut-cups cards used 
hospital trays. Some the girls knit 
squares for shawls and afghans, too. 
Virginia: 
brother high school helped make 
some checker boards, ping-pong tables, and 
ash trays used military hospitals. 
Rex: 
That sounds like you really are working. 
Guess will join. You know, mother 
went the Nutrition, First Aid and Home 


(Continued page 149) 
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Nursing Classes that the Red Cross gave. 
Now have well-balanced meals and 
mother can take care better when 
are hurt little bit are ill. 


Virginia: 
father has helped the Red Cross 
giving blood for plasma. says each pint 
may help save the life one 
brothers friends they are wounded 
action. 


Jimmy: 
When uncle was listed missing 
action, the Red Cross found out that 
was prisoner war. They told aunt. 
Virginia: 
Yes, and just this week when went 
the movie, saw pictures the Red Cross 
Canteen Units serving doughnuts and hot 
coffee our soldiers the front line. 


Rex: 
There are many other things that the Red 
Cross does, too. But, this has been enough 
make desire give all the money 
can and join the Junior Red Cross next 
Tuesday help. 


Announcer: 
This conversation showed all how 
important that our part for the 
Red Cross. 
these two conversations have heard 
the 4A’s talk and meet these Standards for 
Good Conversation. 
Tell things that you think others would 
like hear. 
Ask questions about things that interest 
you. 
Talk when you really have something 
say. 
sure talk only when others are not 
talking. 


sure give everyone chance talk. 


Reading Readiness for 
the Kindergarten 


CLARA 


reading readiness meant all reading 
development which precedes the actual reading 
from book. child’s readiness read 
usually first recognized his teacher. 
she who determines his willingness and ability 
learn through the printed page—willing- 
ness and ability which together constitute his 
reading readiness, since child seldom 
willing read unless with rea- 
sonable ease. Too great degree difficulty 
kills interest. Reading readiness not only 
the desire attitude toward reading but the 
biological readiness learn it, mental and 
Reading readiness 
marks the stage growth before which 
not economical attempt teach reading 


physical ripeness for it. 


and after which there advantage post- 
poning it. virtue her position, the 
teacher’s encouragement and ingenuity 
arousing the child’s interest reading are 
among the most important factors the 
growth his reading readiness. 


Though this growth most perceptible 
the early elementary grades, even the kin- 
dergarten teacher can affect its course. 
fact, its first inception primarily her re- 
sponsibility. That there formal reading 
kindergarten does not all mean that there 
opportunity there awaken the child’s 
interest reading. Indeed, there that 
the child most often learns take reading 
for granted, accept essential device 
for acquiring knowledge, and this even before 
himself can make use this device. After 
his acceptance reading way knowl- 
edge must come the wish master for 
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himself. plant and cultivate this wish 
challenges the teacher’s sympathy and skill. 


First all, the teacher must know the 
psychological and physical factors which bring 
about the small child’s readiness unreadiness 
read. She must combine her psychology 
children general with special understanding 
each child her group. Remembering that 
the child’s mind most active when 
himself active agent, living and growing 
through his own movements and experiences, 
she will relate his reading these, basing 
upon the events his life both class and 
outside. The former are, naturally, preferable 
for her purpose, being the more reliable be- 
cause subject control and common all 
the children the class. Some children, fur- 
thermore, have few vital experiences their 
own; the teacher must see that such chil- 
dren receive the classroom what they have 
missed elsewhere. 


Before child can expected read 
successfully, must able see well, hear 
distinctly, and speak correctly. Also, must 
have certain amount social and mental 
development; that is, must not feel timid 
insecure and must have mental age 
six years and four months least. Finally, 
should attained certain ease with 
language; must have interest learning 
read; and must have certain specific 
habits and abilities needed reading—the 
ability concentrate and discriminate be- 
tween likes and differences, the habit fol- 
lowing directions. 


elementary education, the University 


Nebraska. 


| 
; 
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Primarily, the teacher will attempt en- 
large the children’s experiences, make them 
more conscious and analytical. She will bring 
about special association games and play. 
She will interest children new constructive 
activities and also encourage them enjoy 
vicarious experiences analogous those they 
will later enjoy through reading. She will tell 
them stories which they return 
through reading them for themselves, and she 
will show them how discover new stories 
books. These stories should concern the 
children’s own experiences and have air 
real life, which they will likely prefer 
the implausibility fairy tales. 


The teacher will use not only the children’s 
play and ordinary associations but also special- 
planned excursions. Among these may 
visits the toy sections department stores 
fire station, parks. Afterwards she will en- 
courage them compose little stories and 
accounts based these excursions, which may 
special table the schoolroom may de- 
voted natural science, serving further 
attraction this sort knowledge and fur- 
nishing material both the preparatory stages 
reading readiness and actual reading well. 


All these methods result making the 
child more sharply aware his experiences 
and more able regard them objectively, not 
merely feel and endure them. becomes 
more objective and analytic, becomes more 
articulate also, more able express himself 
about what has seen and heard and done. 
Before his desire for expression lost 
wasted undirected effort, the teacher must 
intervene with opportunities for its develop- 
ment. Always she will stress and encourage 
spontaneity. hinder deflect the child’s 
own voluntary utterance often blunt his 
interest the world outside his own feeling 
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and turn him upon himself. The teacher 
should encourage expression and possible 
combine with social interest not 
develop individuality the expense co- 
operation with the group. excellent way 
achieve both these desirable ends institute 
little plays and games passing into dramatiza- 
tions. Since reading closely connected with 
thought, whatever helps children think 
logically and express their thoughts fluently 
and well prepares them for reading. 


the activities the classroom and 
life outside the school are inadequate, the 
teacher may furnish another incentive 
reading with attractive pictures and posters 
which the children have already had are 
planning. these pictures are placed near the 
library corner, they will invite the children 


continue their new experiences through 


books. 


possible that some children may miss 
the full effects their preparation for read- 
ing readiness because they have not learned 
discriminate among forms. Since such dis- 
crimination necessary recognizing the 
forms words reading, the teacher must 
correct this fault soon she can. 
this, she may use pictures and puzzles which 
demand careful attention forms. One puzzle 
for this purpose shows half dozen houses, all 
with different kinds windows; one window 
each house cut out, that the child 
must distinguish among the various kinds 
select the correct window for each house. An- 
other requires him match houses with 
garages having similar roofs. another puz- 
zle the child must select the mother and baby 
rabbits out group cardboard rabbits 
comparing the positions their ears. 
may sort pictures, putting all the pictures 
babies one pile, those animals another, 
and all the other pictures third. 


q 


The effectiveness these methods pre- 
paring for reading readiness will appear the 
child’s ability meet the following require- 
ments. the end his year kindergarten 


the child should able— 


name the colors the color box, 


perceive (visually and auditorily) 
and memorize rhymes, 


tell simple story, 

sing number simple songs, 
skip, 


draw picture illustrating simple 
story, 
tell his name, his house number, his 
telephone number, and his father’s 
name, 


maintain routine all physical 


habits, 
10. dramatize, 


11. know some the animals, the 
flowers, and the community which 
lives, 

12. count least ten, 

13. think clearly and independently, 

14. speak with ease and fluency, 

15. listen, 

16. follow happily. 


state more generally, with children 
six years and six months mental age, 
indications readiness for reading are evi- 
dence pre-school reading activities, 
well-developed and healthy body, emotional 
stability, wide background experience, 
fluent speech, demonstrated interest 
books. Reading readiness involves the ability 
listen attentively; the ability listen to, 
remember, and carry out directions; the ability 
relate experiences, tell stories, describe ob- 
jects, participate discussions, converse, talk 
over plans; experience with word sounds; the 
ability think clearly; the ability see and 
interpret pictures; interest and grasp 
stories; awareness and interest reading; the 
ability find places books; the ability 
listen part story and supply reason- 
able ending. 
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With children who have these abilities, the 
teacher can advance more direct methods 
preparing for reading. First reading should 
from experience charts. These are valuable 
because they are outgrowth school 
activities; they are composed the children; 
and the children can read them because they 
know what they are about. the addition 
titles and labels, many the devices al- 
ready mentioned may useful teaching 
reading. Indeed, every activity may made 
contribute teaching the children read. 
the walls the schoolroom there should 
many labels and topics. Every article 
the supply cupboard should bear large print- 
label. Good News Corner and bulletin 
board carrying notices and interesting items 
prove valuable; the child who can read 
these will have pleasant sense importance 
being familiar with the news his world. 
conjunction with her reading the chil- 
dren, the teacher will make the library corner 
attractive possible with posters and illus- 
trations bearing labels which will lead the 
children learn more about them from the 
written work with accompanying illustrations. 
Various sorts charts the wall should en- 
courage reading; these should hung low 
enough easily visible the children. 
very useful chart one bearing picture 
which strips words may attached, with 
new strips substituted create new interest. 
Another one which states, know 
address and telephone number,” holds 
space for the names the children who have 
learned chart carries the 
statement can count ten” and beneath 
the names the children who can count 
far. 


this point their course, the children 
can read simple stories the accounts 
some their activities which first they 
merely gave orally heard their teacher read. 
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The teacher can compose units reading 
based games and constructive activities. 
project such the building play house, 
for example, may result account like the 
following: 


BUILT PLAY HOUSE OUR ROOM. 


THERE ARE THREE ROOMS OUR PLAY 
HOUSE. 


ONE THE LIVING ROOM. 
ONE THE BEDROOM. 
ONE THE DINING ROOM AND KITCHEN. 


HAVE LOTS FUN OUR PLAY 
HOUSE. 


Any other special work may furnish the sub- 
ject for similar unit. picture, 
attractive the children, should accompany 
each unit. 


The science table has already been men- 
tioned important center activity. 
Its contents are particularly interesting the 
children because their capacity for growth 
and change. furnishing the children with 
new knowledge and ideas, elementary science 
adds much their vocabulary. will prove 
very profitable basis for reading units. For 
example, the children will like read: 


OUR TADPOLE 


HAVE TADPOLE OUR ROOM. 

LIVES THE WATER. 

NOW HAS TWO SMALL BACK LEGS. 

AFTER WHILE WILL HAVE FRONT LEGS. 
THEN WILL LOSE ITS TAIL. 

OUR TADPOLE WILL THEN FROG. 


The flowers the window-box may well 
the subject some such unit as: 
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BULBS 


PLANTED OUR BULBS GLASS BOWLS. 
GATHERED PEBBLES HOLD THE BULBS. 
PUT THE BULBS DARK ROOM. 
THEN PUT THEM THE SUNSHINE. 

WATERED THEM EVERY DAY. 


Following these examples, the teacher can 
compose brief units concerning any activity 
the schoolroom which the children them- 
selves perform. 


Special events will also prove good subjects 
for reading units. the mind the first 
grade the first day school may marked 
one accomplishment note which 
each child can take home: 


TODAY THE FIRST DAY. 

HAVE BOYS OUR ROOM. 
HAVE GIRLS OUR ROOM. 
MISS JONES OUR TEACHER. 


the note may read: 


MORNING 


AFTERNOON 


summarize, preparations for reading 
readiness consist enlarging the child’s ex- 
perience and quickening his observation. The 
first units reading should simple and 
brief and should concern matters signifi- 
cance the child’s own daily life. com- 
posed, they are recollections and extensions 
vital activities which himself has shared 
and are accordingly direct importance 
him. 


The following former Presidents 


have taught school sometime during their 
lifetime: James Adams, James Madison, John 
Quincy Adams, Jackson, Tyler, Fillmore, 
Pierce, Garfield, Cleveland, McKinley, 
Wilson, and Harding. 


4 

: 


One could make fine things with news- 
papers one had scissors and paste! The 
summer was three years old, Uncle George 
had made kite from newspapers. Cousin 
Gene had fashioned queer cocked hat for 
from one. All during the long winter 
that followed was fascinated the strange 
things that might done with newspapers. 
Grandmother cut many fine patterns for 
dresses and skirts from and 
Mother made strings and strings paper 
dolls and trees and houses. Newspapers were 
fine things cut. But once climbed 
the paper rack and took newspaper without 
asking. Mother found cutting into 
“patterns.” was scolded for having taken 
because father had not yet “read” it. News- 
papers were made had seen Daddy 
looking the newspaper and talking about 
Mother and Grandma. found another 
newspaper. Daddy could “read” it. Mother 
was not satisfied with offering. Daddy did 
not want old paper. knew what the 
old paper Newspapers “said” things! 
Strange! 


Then came fourth birthday. Grand- 
got out her big Sears and Roebuck catalog. 
might choose anything wanted, and 
Grandma would send the city for it. 
chose maroon colored dress which was ex- 
quisitely beautiful inexperienced eye. 
How would the store the city know 
wanted Grandma said Mother would 
write letter and tell them. watched Mother 
carefully. She made marks the paper— 
marks like the ones under the picture the 
few days the dress came. 
was just like the one the catalog except that 
the little girl the picture wasn’t it. 
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(Mother explained about the 
This thing having little marks things 
was fascinating! 


Summer came. maternal instinct 
dictated that somehow must provide 
doll with new dress. The catalog had 
brought dress. Why couldn’t bring 
one? borrowed Grandma’s catalog. 
leafed through until discovered some 
brilliant red silk material. was just the 
thing! procured some paper, laboriously 
copied the marks under the picture, and gave 
Mother with the request mail it. 
Mother begged show her what was 
sending for, but insisted keeping 
“secret.” She promised that she would give 
the letter Father mail. Saturday, Father 
went the city. his return handed 
package. was jubilant! letter had 
really reached the store. disappointment 
was indescribable, however, when opened the 
package. contained brilliant red silk. 
piece tan and blue striped material was 
all the store had sent. burst into tears, ex- 
claiming indignantly, “The people 
store can’t read!” Mother said quietly, 
haps you didn’t make the letters exactly cor- 
rect. That’s important.” This wise observa- 
tion way solaced me. Not Grand- 
began talking about patterns for doll 
dresses did forget bitter disappointment. 


next reading experience came with 
sixth birthday. cousin gave tiny 
prayerbook with colored pictures. The fol- 
lowing Sunday went church and 
prayerbook went with me. looked the 
pictures and said Our Father and Hail 
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Mary each page. After Mass friend 
mother’s complimented her fine be- 
havior. She said, she prayed all during 
Mass; and she held the book right side up, 
too.” This statement mystified somewhat. 
Why would one hold book upside down? 
The people the pictures would have 
stand their heads one did not hold the 
book properly! 


Soon after this overheard strange and 
important conversation between mother 
and father. The gist was that were 
going move the city that could 
school. were going leave the wide 
fields, the apple orchards, the cows, the horses, 
the brooks, and the chickens that might 
school. School must important. And 
were not speak German anymore. 
were going speak English even Grandma 
did scold about it. Mother had said that 
children did not speak German school. 
School must strange! 


Then came moving. For the soft green 
grass under the orchard trees had hard 
sidewalks. There seemed room all, 
and there were strange harsh noises every- 
where. September came and school. School 
was little thin brown book, large room 
filled with children, and Sister who seemed 
far away and very high above everything. 


Reading wasn’t very hard. took the thin 
brown book home every night. Mother 
Father would say the words the lesson page 
until knew them. Then would say them 
over and over until could say the story 
backward and forward. The next day would 
read the page for Sister, and she would say, 
“Good. Next page tomorrow.” 


Then sickness came. Diphtheria kept 


from school for more than month. re- 


turned find that Sister had put the 
class—the bad class. knew all the pages 
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that the class had read. Mother had helped 


me. couldn’t tell Sister, stayed sadly 
with the class. confided the terrible dis- 
grace mother the secrecy her 
room. She sent note Sister, and was re- 
instated. joy was complete. Then sick- 
ness came again. meant more than month’s 
absence from school. There was class 
return this time! 


Then one day something strange happened. 
Sister said, “Who can read the next page?” 


Read the next page! hadn’t studied it. 
Sister had said one page. How could one read 
what one had not studied? But Martha, girl 
the class did read it! didn’t offer 
read it, but looked it. could read it! 
And hadn’t studied it! After that be- 
came Sister’s helper. helped other children 
say the words. 


finding books came about this way. 
friend across the street invited her 
house. She had case full books. For me, 
this was new idea. owned books 
own. But Margy said might read her 
books. carried home first story book with 
more care than Rajah would treasure. 
started the book. Bedtime came before had 
finished it. begged Mother let finish. 
She was most sympathetic and let me. Then 
Margy took the Public Library. read 
all the books could get the library. 
borrowed books from anyone who would lend 
them me. Reading became 
pleasure. 


Many young teachers and mothers are 
completely dismayed and discouraged the 
complex list reasons why child may fail 
learn reading. have cited this actual case 
encouragement those who despair 
overcoming the seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles beginning reading. may 
noted that this case the following rather 


major obstacles were present foreign lan- 
guage spoken the home, sudden and un- 
welcomed change environment, lack 
pre-reading background, poor health, 
scarcity reading material. 


child who physically and mentally 


normal discouraged because not learn- 


Listen carefully when others are talking, 
that you can hear the important and 
interesting facts. 

you not understand what said, ask 
that explained. 

you disagree, politely. 

Friends our radio audience, hope that 
you use these standards when you talk. 
Your friends will enjoy listening you 
more you do. remember— 


THEME SONG 


Announcer: 


The theme song was sung M-I-N-E-R’s 
girls’ double quartet: Doris, Edythe, Gloria 
Imogene, Lois, Marilyn, Mary and Thelma. 
are happy have Miss Roe, Mr. Lau- 
tenschlager, Mrs. Wood and her second 
grade class our studio audience this 
morning. 
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ing read, perhaps can comforted with 
this bit homely reasoning. have 
always had legs, but you couldn’t walk until 
you practiced doing it. You have always had 
eyes, but you won’t learn read until you 
have practiced it. keep trying. Soon 
your eyes will run across page your legs 
across the lawn.” 


sure tune two weeks from today 
hear the second broadcast the Good 
Speech Hour Service. 


the Miner School news this week find 
that there were one hundred-nine dollars 
and five cents ($109.05) purchased 
stamps and six hundred, thirty-seven dol- 
lars and fifty cents ($637.50) bonds 
Miner students. That’s good work. Keep 
up! 


the one hundred per cent (100%) 
honor roll find these classes: Miss Bur- 
get’s, Miss Carrell’s, and Miss Snook’s. 


This program, sponsored the class, 
has been announced Jerry Vaubel. 


This station M-I-N-E-R, Room 
your dial, signing off. 


Under amendments made last November 
the constitution NCTE each section 
(elementary, high school, and college) elects 
each year two members its own six-member 
Section (steering) Committee and two mem- 
bers the Board Directors NCTE. 
put this plan into effect necessary for 
the Elementary School Section elect this 
year six members its Section Committee and 
six Directors NCTE. 


Nominations are made elected 
Nominating Committee. The Elementary 
School Section Nominating Committee this 
year consists Mildred Dawson, Univer- 
sity Tennessee, chairman; Elizabeth Lehr, 
Colorado State College Education; and 
Mary Reed, State Teachers College, Terre 
Haute, Indiana. 


Additional nominations may made 
petitions signed fifteen (15) members 
the Section and filed with the secretary 
NCTE, 211 West 68th Street, Chicago 21, 
not later than April The ballots for this 
election will sent out May. The names 
offered the Elementary Section Nominat- 
ing Committee are printed here for advance 
consideration. each case four names are 
suggested, with two elected. 


SECTION COMMITTEE 
One Year 


Dora Smith, College Education, Uni- 
versity Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Helen Heffernan, State Department 
Education, Sacramento, Calif. 


The Educational Scene 


NOTICE ELECTION 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SECTION 
NATIONAL COUNCIL TEACHERS ENGLISH 


Fannie Ragland, Elementary Supervisor, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Helen Macintosh, Office Education, 

Washington, 


Two Years 
Lena Moore, State Department Educa- 
tion, Columbia, Car. 
O’Neal, Supervising Teacher, 
Teachers College, Ruston, La. 
Cora Mae Simmons, Teacher, 1119 Polk 
Street, Amarillo, Tex. 


Bernice 


Conrad Seegers, Temple University, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Three Years 


Marian Edman, Supervisor, Detroit, Mich. 

Mildred English, Principal Campus 
School, Georgia Women’s College, Mill- 
edgeville, Ga. 

Annie McCowen, Elementary Education, 
Colorado State College Education, 
Greeley, Colo. 

Trabue, Dean, Pennsylvania State 
College, State College, Pa. 


DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 
One Year 
Edith Bork, Elementary Supervisor, Teach- 
ers College, Ashland, Ore. 
Florence Bowden, Court House, Bridge- 
ton, 
Bernice Leary, Board Education, Madi- 
son, Wis. 
Blanche Trezevant, State Department 
Education, Baton Rouge, La. 


Two Years 

Grace Rawlings, Principal, Baltimore, Md. 

Ruth Strickland, Elementary Education, 
University Indiana, Bloomington, Ind. 

Verne Strong, State Teachers College, 
Indiana, Pa. 

Mrs. Katherine Trewhitt, Reading Super- 
visor, Cleveland, Tenn. 


Three Years 
Rosanna Davis, Teacher, Seattle, Wash. 
Frances Freeman, Teacher, Manhattan, 
Kans. 

Mrs. Jonnie Miller, Principal, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 


Ethel Mitchell, Librarian, Greeley, Colo. 


new pamphlet, entitled Citizenship Pro- 
gram Aids: Cooperative Project, has just 
been published the Office Educational 
Services the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service cooperation with the NEA 
Committee Citizenship. includes direc- 
tions Americanism, both poetry and 
prose, quotations from foreign-born American 
citizens, and sample programs, illustrating 
the scope and pattern successful ceremonies. 
The pamphlet will helpful connection 
with Citizen Week Ceremonies centering 
around the third Sunday May, which has 
been officially designated Congress Citi- 
zenship Recognition Day. available for 
fifteen cents from the Superintendent 
Documents, Washington, 


National Boys’ and Girls’ Week celebrates 
its twenty-fifth anniversary this year from 
April May The purpose this occa- 
sion emphasize the public the potentiali- 
ties and problems youth and the role the 
home, church, and school their proper de- 
velopment. copy the Advance Herald, 
outlining the program and object the Week, 


THE EDUCATIONAL SCENE 151 


and Manual Suggestions which gives de- 
tailed plans for the observance may secured 
free request from the National Boys’ and 
Girls’ Week Committee, Room 950, East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago Illinois. 


Educational workers will interested 
new handbook the methods stimu- 
lating popular interest post-war problems, 
both national and international, published 
the Post-War Information Exchange, Inc., 
West 40th Street, New York 18. The Ex- 
change, which has members from nearly 
research and educational organizations, acts 
clearing house for information post- 
With the assistance the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 


War questions. 


making study the most successful 
methods developed national, state, and 
community organizations using films, record- 
ings, posters, pamphlets, speakers, radio pro- 
The 
handbook will also list sources popular edu- 


grams, and other educational media. 


cational material available for national dis- 
tribution. Illustrated, cents per copy. 


Under the title, “Some Helpful Teaching 
Procedures,” article the February 1945 
issue Better Teaching (G. Reavis, edi- 
tor), presents among others the following 
valuable suggestions: Understand that the 
attitude the teacher toward any minority 
group important factor the attitude 
her pupils. Judge each individual his 
own conduct and works, not the attributes 
associated with the group which may 
belong. Emphasize the similarities rather than 
the differences groups. Emphasize what 
members minority groups have done 
Conduct Display 
Fair for which children various minority 


make America great. 


groups bring interesting representative articles 
from their own homes. Exchange letters with 
children other lands through the services 
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the Junior Red Cross. Select teaching ma- 
terials that are balanced, unbiased, and rich 
content. Use current affairs whenever possi- 
ble develop sympathetic understandings and 
create favorable attitudes. Prohibit the 
use nickname for any group. Stress the 
contributions from all cultures the de- 
velopment language. Analyze how the 
concept democracy way life and 
show how assumes the brotherhood man. 


very novel and interesting experiment 
the study children’s oral English errors 
was recently made Theodore Carton and 
Lilyn Carlton, who report their findings 
the February 1945 issue the Elementary 
School Journal. Presenting means 
illuminated film script series popular pic- 
tures the adventures Blondie and Dag- 
wood and the Lone Ranger, they recorded 
stenographic means the spontaneous utter- 
ances groups elementary children, both 
eliminate the factor differences reading 


ability, reading matter was presented. 


The investigators found, course, that 
the mental defectives made significantly 
greater number oral errors 
matched normal group comparable mental 
age. Especially significant, however, the 
fact that four types errors stood out among 
all the groups children the experiment: 
(1) failure verb agree with subject 
person and number; (2) the use the double 
subject; (3) wrong verb Ranger 
got the crook.”); (4) misuse “sort of” 
and “kind of.” Other errors included con- 
fusion the use adjectives and adverbs, 
“She didn’t succeed very good,” the 
wrong form verb, “The boy that got 
drownded,” and general redundance, 
went come first base.” 


Another useful article the February 
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Elementary School Journal presents number 
criteria for teacher evaluation classroom 
motion pictures. Stephen Corey the 
University Chicago believes that class- 
room picture which meets the following five 
tests good one: (1) the content the 
picture related obviously and definitely 
what taught? (2) the picture 
authentic? true the facts? (3) Are 
the level difficulty and the pedagogy the 
picture appropriate for the maturity level 
the pupils with whom will used? (4) 
the picture technically and aesthetically satis- 
factory? (5) Does the picture represent ade- 
quate exploitation the medium? Could 
equally good lessons taught with less ex- 
pensive instructional materials? connection 
with these criteria Professor Corey presents 
classroom film evaluation form which rates 
the picture the scale one five each 
these criteria. 


Here are the Junior Guild selections for 
the month April, 1945: for boys and girls, 
and years age, Ling Tang and the 
Lucky Cricket, Kay Stafford and Louise 
Zibold, Whittlesey House, $2.00; for boys and 
girls, 10, and years age, The Rooster 
Club, Valenti Angelo, Viking, $2.00; for 
older girls, years age, Pioneer Art 
America, Carolyn Sherwin Bailey, Vik- 
ing, $2.50; and for older boys, years 
age, Beyond The Call Duty, Franklin 
Reck, Thomas Crowell, $2.00. 


Thirty-three filmstrips which deal with 
contemporary life the United States were 
released this month the American Council 
Education. Originally produced the 
Council cooperation with the Office the 
Coordinator Inter-American Affairs for 
Latin American distribution, 
offered much valuable material for our 
own schools that arrangements have been 
completed for distribution this country. 


Seven the titles deal with the regional 
geography the United States. The first pro- 
vides panorama. The six succeeding sub- 
jects take the individual regions more 
detail bringing out regional characteristics 
terms climate, topography, people, indus- 
tries, and products well indicating the 
interdependence the different regions. The 
regional division used that followed the 
National Resources Planning Board. 


Some subjects such “Day the Farm,” 
“Suburban Family,” and Town,” are 
documentary treatments which bring the 
student the flavor life situation differ- 
ent from his own. National parks and forests, 
important aspects flood control, irrigation, 
harnessing water power, rural electrification 
and soil conservation are treated other film- 
strips. number subjects present material 
closely related health topics. “Urban 
Clinic” and Public Health” provides 
fine documentary material the services 
offered city and country areas. Housing 
treated two filmstrips which deal with 
private and public housing projects. Teacher 
training institutions and PTA groups should 
find the three subjects schools particularly 
interesting springboards for discussion. 


The filmstrips were produced the 
Council under the direction Milton 
Tinsley, formerly with the Office War In- 
formation and the Farm Security Administra- 
tion. committee composed Sidney 
Hall, chairman, Walter Hager, Paul 
Hanna, Frank Hubbard, and Sister 


Joan advised content and treatment. 
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unusually high technical quality maintained 
throughout the series. Each filmstrip ac- 
companied script which may read 
running commentary when the filmstrip 
projected, may used teacher’s guide. 
Ample background and material included. 


The filmstrips are for sale only. They are 
priced $1.50-each; any seven for $10.00; 
the complete set for $45.00. Prices in- 
clude two copies the English script for 
each filmstrip. limited number scripts 
are available Spanish for language classes. 
Spanish scripts are priced $0.10 each. 


For complete information write the 
American Council Education, 744 Jackson 
available and preview prints will supplied 
request. 


eighty-five page report, “Ways 
Which The Elementary School Can Contribute 
Democratic Living,” has been published 
recently the General Supervisors Public 
Education Massachusetts. Realizing that 
“schools must not ask young children solve 
problems for which the adult population 
responsible,” the following topics were de- 
veloped: Schools Can Operate Democratically, 
Schools Can Educate for Tolerance, Schools 
Can Help Children Develop Responsibility, 
Schools Can Help Children Meet the Problems 
Wartime, Schools Can Help Children 
Function Through Organized 
Schcols Can More for the Atypical Child, 
Schools Can Help Overcome Obstacles 
Democratic Living, Case Studies From Actual 
Classrooms. Copies the report may ob- 
tained from the treasure the General Super- 
visors Public Education Massachusetts, 
Miss Elizabeth Butler, Fresh Pond Lane, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, for $1.50. 


Review and Criticism 


|The brief reviews this issue are Bernardine Schmidt, Elizabeth Guilfoile, Helen 
Sattley, Dorothy Smith, Elizabeth Williams, and Mary Reed. Unsigned annotations 


are the editor. 


Reading Relation Experience and Lan- 
guage. Proceedings the Conference 
Reading Held the University 
Chicago, Volume VI. Compiled and edited 
William Gray. University 
Chicago. December, 1944. $2.00. 

Like its predecessors, this new volume 
proceedings the University Chicago 
Conference Reading accurately reflects the 
new emphasis one the most vital all 
educational areas. The growing realization 
that reading but one aspect, facet, 
human experience finds expression all the 
excellent papers that have been included. 


The organization both the conference 
and this volume proceedings based upon 
group basic themes, with individual papers 
representing application the various school 
levels from the primary grades through the 
college. Thus, for example, under the heading 
“Experience and Reading” find such 
significant topics “Previous Experience and 
Reading,” and Other Aids Learn- 
ing,” Use Reading Clarify and 
Enrich Experiences Content Field,” 
“Recreational Reading,” “Current Books for 
Children and Adults.” Under the heading 
“Language and Reading” appear the topics 
“Factors That Influence the Interpretation 
What Read,” “How Develop Compe- 
tence Grasping the Meaning What 
Read,” and Pupils Recognize the 
Type Material Read,” Writer’s Tone 
and Intention,” and Purpose Reading.” 
Other topics represented are “Oral Reading 
and Speech,” Use Oral Reading 
Enriching Class Activities,” and Evalua- 
tion Instruction Reading.” 


addition such well-known leaders 
the field Paul McKee, Dora Smith, Mil- 
dred Batchelder, Rachel Salisbury, Robert 
Pooley, and others, large number class- 
rocm teachers and supervisors have cooperated 
reporting experiences and offering sug- 
gestions for the improvement the reading 
program. 
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The current volume worthy addition 
series that has become indispensable 
all educational workers concerned with the 
teaching reading. 


Bequest Wings. Annis Duff. Viking, 

$2.00. 

Here important book for families. 
relates vivid, friendly style how two wise 
parents shared their children’s interests and 
provided broad cultural background liter- 
ature, poetry, art, music, natural history, 
home-making, and humor. The priceless things 
the spirit are the heritage these two 
children. There need fear for the future 
with the world the hands young folk 
like them. “Must” book for all intelligent 
young fathers and mothers. 


Fernando Alegria. Translated 
from the Spanish Delia 
trated Juan Farrar, $2.00. 
This prize-winning juvenile book the 

Second Latin American Literary Prize Com- 

petition the story the Indian resistance 

the Spanish conquerors Chile 
middle the 16th century. Lautaro, the 

Araucanian chief who was chosen defend 

the freedom his people, came into power 

the age twenty and died twenty-two, 
having lived life rich experience and 
accomplishment. The author native 

Santiago, steeped Chilean tradition. 

though his story shows strongly the influence 

historical documentary style, moves 
swiftly and provides fine background for 
understanding the zeal and idealism Simon 

Bolivar two hundred years later. 


Pigskin Jackson Scholz. Morrow, 
$2.00. 


exciting story that has the added pur- 
pose showing how the training for sports 
and war helps men reach the great goal 
self-discipline, self-reliance, integrity, and 


team-work. 


Sandy and the Indians. Margaret Friskey. 
Illustrated Milo Winter. Wilcox and 
Follett. $2.00. 

exciting boys’ story Indians, wars, 
rides horseback, side-wheelers 
Mississippi, and canoes. Unfortunately pic- 
tures the destruction the Indian 
glamorous adventure rather than the tragedy 
that was. 


Elizabeth Millett Conger. 
trated Bill Crawford. New York: 
Henry Holt and Co., 1944 Pp. 66. $1.50. 


Valery enters the Whipple home 
cunning young calf, and becomes truly one 
the family. She makes little 
house pet she carries tea tables, and gaily 
trots home with packages from other people’s 
shopping bags. Only when Valery grows 
not too graceful cow the neighbors 
begin little perturbed. But when the 
Whipples move across the street that Valery 
—and Company—may take over their former 
house for their very own, all goes well. 
does it? 


This book for all ages children and 
adults enjoy, and can read easily 
second graders. Its clear, well-spaced print, 
and large, sweeping drawings make very 
desirable book for use the child who has 


Thirty-One Roads the White House. 
Alberta Powell Graham. 
George Avisan. Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
$2.75. 

The individual presidents, from George 
Washington through Franklin Roosevelt, 
are the subjects the thirty-one sketches 
this book. Each chapter tells the story 
president’s boyhood and the early stages 
his career. Some adults are finding interest- 
ing reading and young people the “hero” 
stage will certainly read number the 


sketches. 


Encyclopedia for Boys and modern 
reference book. Johnson. Philosophi- 
cal Library, $3.00. 

Because material this encyclopedia can 
readily found gcod dictionary and be- 
cause such subjects aviation, radio, moving 
pictures, soybeans not appear, this book 
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not recommended. For further discussion, see 
American Library Subscription 


Books Bulletin, October, 1944. 


Lone Journey. The life Roger Williams. 
Jeanette Eaton. Illustrated Woodi 
Ishmael. Harcourt, Brace, $2.50. 

inspiring biography for junior and 
senior high school. shows Roger Wil- 
liams being the very liberty 
America” long lives. Recommended 


The Sea Cats. Alice Curtis Desmond. Mac- 
millan, $2.00. 
This another the Haders’ delightful 
teen year old Aleut boy who took his father’s 
place sealer and the danger encoun- 


tered protecting the seals during the winter 
hunt. 


The Pupil’s Own Vocabulary Spellers. 
Gates, Henry Rinsland, Ina 
Sartorius, and Celeste Comegys Peardon. 
Macmillan. $0.48 for grades 2-3; $0.56 
for grades 4-8. 

develop their intelligent spelling pro- 
gram, the authors this series have applied 
the significant findings recent spelling re- 
search. The vocabulary the result Rins- 
land’s extensive study children’s own writ- 
ing. The method includes among its desirable 
features semantic emphasis throughout the 
series, systematic provision for overcoming 
word difficulties and new and interesting ap- 
proach the problem review. The teacher 
who reads the Manual will rewarded 
new insight the learning problems involved 
spelling and with principles which will en- 
able her solve them. 


Young America’s English, Book Three. 
Helen Sweeney. World Bock Company. 
This text for the junior high school fol- 

lows the current pattern language texts. 

This pattern assumes that the starting point 

for discussion, for reporting, for letter-writing, 

for any the language functions which 
pupils need development, lies the text. 
also assumes that pupils will grow the mas- 
tery the necessary forms for speech and 
writing through dealing with pages sen- 
tences corrected and paragraphs re- 
vised. time that this pattern language 
text questioned. 


PROGRESSIVE WORD MASTERY 


New spelling readiness material for grade Connected story 
for reading practice. Emphasis upon correct formation letters 
writing. word list easy words for spelling. 


Workbooks with colored pictures for grades 1-3; with dic- 


tionaries for grades 4-8. Textbook edition for grades 2-8. Textbook 
and workbook editions for secondary schools. 


CHARLES MERRILL CO., INC.- NEW YORK 


LEARNING 


NILA BANTON SMITH 


This new basic reading program was developed 
teacher, with teachers, for children. 


COMPLETE! 
EFFECTIVE! 


Because its natural learning organization, 
learn read easily, joyfully, effectively the teacher 
Quides them through this carefully planned program 
LEARNING READ. 


SILVER BURDETT COMPANY 
New York Chicago San Francisco 
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WALT DISNEY STORY BOOKS 


new book, DONALD DUCK SEES SOUTH 
AMERICA, told Marion Palmer, joins 
the ranks these popular supplementary read- 
ers. style and easy read, the 
story tells gay adventures and builds 
realistic picture life South America. Like 
the other ten books the series, it's illustrated 
color the Walt Disney Studios. READY 
THIS SUMMER. 


NEW WORLD NEIGHBORS 


Twenty books for children from eight four- 
teen years tell fascinating and realistic stories 
about our Western Hemisphere neighbors. 
High social studies content, these books are 
written and generously illustrated, chiefly 
color. 


READING 


basal reading series for Grades VI. For 
literary content, reading development, and ap- 
peal Reading for Interest ranks high. 
Eleven books, written children's favorite au- 
thors, directed established educators, and il- 
lustrated leading artists. 


HEATH AND COMPANY 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO DALLAS 


LONDON 
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GRADES Spelling 


Gay little books that catch your pupils’ attention and interest 
with many pictures and much color. unique organization 
thought units emphasizes words important and useful 


Clear, stimulating exercises put fun into learning. lead 


TEACHERS’ mastery. 
MANUALS 


Workbook Spelling 


The same word lists and organization the clothbound edition 


but big, open pages with plenty room for the daily work 
written in, well for tests. 


The popular new spellers that are easy teach 
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